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NOTICE OF 2021 ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS
Dear Fortinet Stockholder:
Notice is hereby given that the 2021 Annual Meeting of Stockholders (the “2021 Annual Meeting”) of
Fortinet, Inc., a Delaware corporation (“Fortinet,” “we,” “us” or “our”), will be held on Friday, June 18,
2021, at 10:00 a.m. Pacific time, in a virtual-only format, for the following purposes:
1.

To elect the eight directors listed in the accompanying proxy statement to serve for a one-year
term expiring at Fortinet’s 2022 Annual Meeting of Stockholders (the “2022 Annual Meeting”)
and until their respective successors have been duly elected and qualified.

2.

To ratify the appointment of Deloitte & Touche LLP as Fortinet’s independent registered public
accounting firm for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2021.

3.

An advisory vote to approve named executive officer compensation.

4.

To transact such other business proposals, if properly presented before the meeting.

We believe that a virtual stockholder meeting provides greater access to those who may want to attend
and provides a safer forum in light of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and therefore we have chosen this
over an in-person meeting.
The preceding items of business are more fully described in the proxy statement accompanying this
notice. Any action on the items of business described above may be considered at the 2021 Annual Meeting
at the time and on the date specified above or at any time and date to which the 2021 Annual Meeting may
be properly adjourned or postponed. Only stockholders of record at the close of business on April 26, 2021
are entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the 2021 Annual Meeting.
We have elected to provide access to our proxy materials over the internet. Accordingly, stockholders
of record at the close of business on April 26, 2021 will receive a Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy
Materials and may vote at the 2021 Annual Meeting and any meetings pursuant to postponements or
adjournments of the 2021 Annual Meeting. We expect to mail the Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy
Materials on or about May 4, 2021.
Your vote is very important. Whether or not you plan to attend the 2021 Annual Meeting, we encourage
you to read the proxy statement and vote as instructed in the Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy Materials
or vote on the internet or by telephone as soon as possible. Alternatively, you may follow the procedures outlined
in the Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy Materials to request a paper copy of the proxy materials, which
include a proxy card to submit your vote by mail. For specific instructions on how to vote your shares, please
refer to the section entitled “Questions and Answers About the 2021 Annual Meeting and Procedural Matters”
and the instructions on the Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy Materials.
Thank you for your ongoing support of Fortinet.
By Order of the Board of Directors,

Ken Xie
Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of the Board of Directors
Sunnyvale, California
April 28, 2021
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FORTINET, INC.
899 Kifer Road
Sunnyvale, California 94086

PROXY STATEMENT
FOR 2021 ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE 2021 ANNUAL MEETING AND PROCEDURAL MATTERS
Q: Why am I receiving these materials?
A: The Board of Directors (the “Board of Directors”) of Fortinet, Inc. (“Fortinet,” “we,” “us” or “our”) is
providing these proxy materials to you in connection with the solicitation of proxies for use at
Fortinet’s 2021 Annual Meeting of Stockholders (the “2021 Annual Meeting”), to be held on Friday,
June 18, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. Pacific time, and at any adjournment or postponement thereof, for the
purpose of considering and acting upon the matters set forth in this proxy statement.
We expect to mail the Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy Materials (the “Notice”) on or about
May 4, 2021. Copies of our proxy materials and 2020 Annual Report are available at
www.edocumentview.com/FTNT.
Due to the public health risk of the COVID-19 pandemic and to support the health and well-being of
our stockholders and other meeting participants, the 2021 Annual Meeting will be held in a virtual-only
format. You will not be able to attend the 2021 Annual Meeting in person.
Q: Why did I receive a one-page notice in the mail regarding the internet availability of proxy materials
instead of a full set of proxy materials?
A: Pursuant to rules adopted by the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”), we have elected to
provide access to our proxy materials over the internet. Accordingly, we are sending the Notice to our
stockholders of record and beneficial owners. All stockholders will have the ability to access the proxy
materials on the website referred to in the Notice or request a printed set of the proxy materials.
Instructions on how to access the proxy materials over the internet or to request a printed copy may be
found in the Notice. In addition, stockholders may request to receive proxy materials in printed form by
mail or electronically by email on an ongoing basis.
Q: How can I get electronic access to the proxy materials?
A: The Notice will provide you with instructions regarding how to:
• View our proxy materials for the 2021 Annual Meeting on the internet; and
• Have future proxy materials sent to you electronically by email.
Choosing to receive future proxy materials by email will save us the cost of printing and mailing
documents to you and will reduce the impact of our annual meetings on the environment. If you choose
to receive future proxy materials by email, you will receive an email next year with instructions
containing a link to those materials and a link to the proxy voting site.
Q: Can I attend the 2021 Annual Meeting?
A: If you were a stockholder of record at the close of business on April 26, 2021 (the “Record Date”) (i.e.,
your shares were registered directly in your name with our transfer agent, Computershare Trust
Company, N.A. (“Computershare”)) or if you are a proxy holder for such a stockholder, you may
participate in the 2021 Annual Meeting by following the instructions below:
• Beginning at 9:45 a.m. Pacific Time on June 18, 2021, please visit www.meetingcenter.io/266794432.
1
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• Enter the 15-digit control number on the Proxy Card or Notice of Availability of Proxy Materials you
receive.
• Enter the meeting password FTNT2021.
If you held your shares through an intermediary on the Record Date (i.e., you hold your shares in
“street name” through an intermediary, such as a bank or broker), you must register in advance to
virtually attend the 2021 Annual Meeting by following the instructions below:
• You must obtain a legal proxy, executed in your favor, from the holder of record reflecting the
number of shares of common stock you held as of the Record Date, along with your name and email
address.
• Submit proof of your legal proxy by forwarding the email from your broker, or attaching an image of
your legal proxy, to legalproxy@computershare.com. Requests for registration must be labeled as
“Legal Proxy” and be received no later than 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time, on June 11, 2021. You will then
receive a confirmation of your registration, with a control number, by email from Computershare.
• At the time of the 2021 Annual Meeting, go to www.meetingcenter.io/266794432 and enter your
control number and the meeting password FTNT2021.
Q: Who is entitled to vote at the 2021 Annual Meeting?
A: You may vote your shares of Fortinet common stock if our records show that you owned your shares at
the close of business on the Record Date. At the close of business on the Record Date, there were
163,312,378 shares of Fortinet common stock outstanding and entitled to vote at the 2021 Annual
Meeting. You may cast one vote for each share of common stock held by you as of the Record Date on
all matters presented.
Q: What is the difference between holding shares as a stockholder of record or as a beneficial owner?
A: With respect to your shares that are registered directly in your name with Fortinet’s transfer agent,
Computershare, you are considered the “stockholder of record” and the Notice has been sent directly to
you by Fortinet. As the stockholder of record, you have the right to grant your voting proxy directly to
Fortinet or to a third party, or to vote in person at the 2021 Annual Meeting.
With respect to your shares that are held by a brokerage account or by another nominee, you are
considered the “beneficial owner” of shares held in “street name” and the Notice is being forwarded to
you together with voting instructions on behalf of your broker, trustee or nominee. As the beneficial
owner, you have the right to direct your broker, trustee or nominee how to vote, and you are also
invited to attend the 2021 Annual Meeting. Your broker, trustee or nominee has enclosed or provided
voting instructions for you to use in directing the broker, trustee or nominee how to vote your shares.
Because a beneficial owner is not the stockholder of record, you may not vote these shares in person at
the 2021 Annual Meeting unless you obtain a “legal proxy” from the broker, trustee or nominee that
holds your shares, giving you the right to vote the shares at the 2021 Annual Meeting. If you hold your
shares through a broker and do not provide your broker with specific voting instructions, under the
rules that govern brokers in such circumstances, your broker will have the discretion to vote such
shares on routine matters but not on non-routine matters. Even though we are listed on The Nasdaq
Stock Market LLC (“Nasdaq”), the rules of the New York Stock Exchange (the “NYSE”) govern how a
broker licensed by the NYSE can vote shares it holds on behalf of stockholders of Nasdaq-listed
companies.
As a result:
• Your broker will not have the authority to exercise discretion to vote your shares with respect to the
election of directors or the advisory vote on named executive officer compensation.
• Your broker will have the authority to exercise discretion to vote your shares with respect to the
appointment of Deloitte & Touche LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm for the
year ending December 31, 2021, because that matter is treated as routine under NYSE rules.
2
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Because the proposals to be acted upon at the 2021 Annual Meeting include both routine and nonroutine matters, if you do not give voting instructions to your broker, trustee or nominee, your broker,
trustee or nominee may either (i) vote your shares on routine matters or (ii) leave your shares unvoted.
A broker “non-vote” occurs when your broker, trustee or nominee does not vote on a particular
proposal because the broker, trustee or nominee does not have discretionary voting power with respect
to that item and has not received voting instructions from you as the beneficial owner.
Q: How can I vote my shares without attending the 2021 Annual Meeting?
A: You are encouraged to vote your shares in advance of the 2021 Annual Meeting. If voting in advance of
the 2021 Annual Meeting, the steps required to cast your votes are the same as indicated in the
materials received with the Proxy Statement. If you have not already voted your shares in advance, you
will be able to vote your shares electronically during the 2021 Annual Meeting by clicking on the “Cast
Your Vote” link on the Meeting Center site.
Whether you hold shares directly as the stockholder of record or beneficially in street name, you may
direct how your shares are voted without attending the 2021 Annual Meeting. There are three ways to
vote by proxy:
By mail — If you are a stockholder of record, you may vote by submitting a proxy card; please refer to
the voting instructions in the Notice or below. If you hold shares beneficially in street name, you may
vote by submitting voting instructions to your broker, trustee or nominee; please refer to the voting
instructions provided to you by your broker, trustee or nominee.
By internet — Stockholders of record of Fortinet common stock with internet access may submit
proxies by following the “Vote by Internet” instructions described in the Notice until 11:59 p.m.
Eastern time on Thursday, June 17, 2021 or by following the instructions at
www.envisionreports.com/FTNT. Most Fortinet stockholders who hold shares beneficially in street
name may vote by accessing the website specified in the voting instructions provided by their brokers,
trustees or nominees. Please check the voting instructions for internet voting availability.
By telephone — Depending on how your shares are held, you may be able to vote by telephone. If this
option is available to you, you will have received information with the Notice or the voting instruction
card provided by your broker, trustee or nominee explaining this procedure.
Q: How many shares must be present or represented to conduct business at the 2021 Annual Meeting?
A: The presence of the holders of a majority of the issued and outstanding shares of our capital stock
entitled to vote at the 2021 Annual Meeting is necessary to constitute a quorum at the 2021 Annual
Meeting. Such stockholders are counted as present at the meeting if they (i) are present in person at the
2021 Annual Meeting or (ii) represented by proxy.
Under Delaware law, abstentions and broker non-votes are counted as present and entitled to vote for
purposes of determining whether a quorum is present at the 2021 Annual Meeting. However, as
discussed above, under “What is the difference between holding shares as a stockholder of record or as
a beneficial owner?” brokers have limited discretionary authority to vote shares that are beneficially
owned and, therefore, are not entitled to vote on non-routine matters in the absence of voting
instructions from the beneficial owner of such shares.
Q: What proposals will be voted on at the 2021 Annual Meeting?
A: The proposals scheduled to be voted on at the 2021 Annual Meeting are:
• The election of the eight directors set forth in Proposal One to serve for a one-year term expiring at
Fortinet’s 2022 Annual Meeting of Stockholders (the “2022 Annual Meeting”) and until their
respective successors are duly elected and qualified;
• The ratification of the appointment of Deloitte & Touche LLP as our independent registered public
accounting firm for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2021; and
• An advisory vote to approve our named executive officer compensation.
3
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Q: What is the voting requirement to approve each of the proposals?
A: We have a majority voting standard for uncontested elections of directors (Proposal One), which means
that to be elected, a director nominee must receive a majority of the votes cast, i.e. the number of
shares voted “FOR” a director nominee must exceed the votes cast “AGAINST” that nominee.
The affirmative vote of a majority of the shares of our common stock that are present in person or
represented by proxy at the 2021 Annual Meeting and entitled to vote is required to ratify the
appointment of Deloitte & Touche LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm (Proposal
Two) and to approve the advisory resolution on named executive compensation (Proposal Three).
Q: How are votes counted?
A: You may vote “FOR” or “AGAINST” each of the nominees for election as director in Proposal One and
on each of Proposal Two and Proposal Three. You may also “ABSTAIN” from voting.
Abstentions are deemed to be shares present or represented by proxy and entitled to vote. Abstentions have
no effect on Proposal One and the same effect as a vote against Proposals Two and Three.
Broker non-votes are not deemed to be shares entitled to vote on and will have no effect on Proposals
One and Three. Brokers have discretionary authority to vote shares that are beneficially owned on
Proposal Two. If a broker chooses not to vote shares for or against Proposal Two, it would have the
same effect as an abstention.
All shares entitled to vote and represented by properly submitted proxies received prior to the 2021
Annual Meeting (and not revoked) will be voted at the 2021 Annual Meeting in accordance with the
instructions indicated by such proxy. If no instructions are indicated on such proxy, the shares
represented by that proxy will be voted as recommended by the Board of Directors.
Q: How does the Board of Directors recommend that I vote?
A: The Board of Directors recommends that you vote your shares:
• “FOR” each of the eight nominees for election as directors (Proposal One);
• “FOR” the ratification of the appointment of Deloitte & Touche LLP as our independent registered
public accounting firm for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2021 (Proposal Two); and
• “FOR” the advisory resolution to approve named executive officer compensation (Proposal Three).
Q: What happens if additional matters are presented at the 2021 Annual Meeting?
A: If any other matters are properly presented for consideration at the 2021 Annual Meeting, including,
among other things, consideration of a motion to adjourn the 2021 Annual Meeting to another time or
place (including, without limitation, for the purpose of soliciting additional proxies), the persons named
as proxy holders, Ken Xie and John Whittle, or either of them, will have discretion to vote on those
matters in accordance with their best judgment. Fortinet does not currently anticipate that any other
matters will be raised at the 2021 Annual Meeting.
Q: Can I change my vote?
A: Subject to any rules your broker, trustee or nominee may have, you may change your proxy instructions
at any time before your proxy is voted at the 2021 Annual Meeting.
If you are the stockholder of record, you may change your vote: (i) by granting a new proxy bearing a
later date (which automatically revokes the earlier proxy) using any of the methods described above
(and until the applicable deadline for each method); (ii) by providing a written notice of revocation to
Fortinet’s Corporate Secretary at Fortinet, Inc., 899 Kifer Road, Sunnyvale, California 94086 prior to
your shares being voted; or (iii) by attending the 2021 Annual Meeting and voting virtually. Attendance
at the meeting will not cause your previously granted proxy to be revoked unless you specifically so
request.
4
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If you are a beneficial owner of shares held in street name, you may change your vote (a) by submitting
new voting instructions to your broker, trustee or nominee or (b) if you have obtained a legal proxy
from the broker, trustee or nominee that holds your shares giving you the right to vote your shares, by
attending the 2021 Annual Meeting and voting virtually.
Q: What should I do if I receive more than one set of voting materials?
A: If you received more than one Notice, voting instruction card or set of proxy materials, your shares are
registered in more than one name or brokerage account. Please follow the instructions on each Notice
or voting instruction card that you receive to ensure that all of your shares are voted.
Q: Is my vote confidential?
A: Proxy instructions, ballots and voting tabulations that identify individual stockholders are handled in a
manner that protects your voting privacy. Your vote will not be disclosed either within Fortinet or to
third parties, except: (i) as necessary to meet applicable legal requirements; (ii) to allow for the
tabulation of votes and certification of the vote; and (iii) to facilitate a successful proxy solicitation.
Occasionally, stockholders provide written comments on their proxy cards, which may be forwarded to
Fortinet management.
Q: Who will serve as inspector of election?
A: The inspector of election will be a representative of Computershare.
Q: Where can I find the voting results of the 2021 Annual Meeting?
A: We will announce preliminary voting results at the 2021 Annual Meeting. We will disclose final voting
results in a Current Report on a Form 8-K filed with the SEC within four business days after the 2021
Annual Meeting.
Q: Who will bear the cost of soliciting votes for the 2021 Annual Meeting?
A: Fortinet will pay the entire cost of preparing, assembling, printing, mailing and distributing these proxy
materials and soliciting votes. We may reimburse brokerage firms, custodians, nominees, fiduciaries
and other persons representing beneficial owners for their reasonable expenses in forwarding
solicitation material to such beneficial owners. Our directors, officers and employees may also solicit
proxies in person or by other means of communication. Such directors, officers and employees will not
be additionally compensated but may be reimbursed for reasonable out-of-pocket expenses in
connection with such solicitation.
If you choose to access the proxy materials and/or vote over the internet, you are responsible for
internet access charges you may incur. If you choose to vote by telephone, you are responsible for
telephone charges you may incur.
Q: What is the deadline to propose actions for consideration at next year’s annual meeting of stockholders or
to nominate individuals to serve as directors?
A: You may submit proposals, including nominations of director candidates, for consideration at future
stockholder meetings.
For inclusion in Fortinet’s proxy materials — Stockholders may present proper proposals for inclusion in
Fortinet’s proxy statement and for consideration at the next annual meeting of stockholders by
submitting their proposals in writing to Fortinet’s Corporate Secretary in a timely manner. In order to
be included in the proxy statement for the 2022 Annual Meeting, stockholder proposals must be
received by Fortinet’s Corporate Secretary no later than December 29, 2021, and must otherwise
comply with the requirements of Rule 14a-8 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the
“Exchange Act”).
5
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To be brought before the annual meeting — In addition, Fortinet’s amended and restated bylaws
establish an advance notice procedure for stockholders who wish to present certain matters before an
annual meeting of stockholders. In general, nominations for the election of directors may be made
(i) by or at the direction of the Board of Directors or ii) by a stockholder who has delivered written
notice to Fortinet’s Secretary within the Notice Period (as defined below) and who was a stockholder at
the time of such notice and as of the record date. The notice must contain specified information about
the nominees and about the stockholder proposing such nominations.
Fortinet’s amended and restated bylaws also provide that the only business that may be conducted at an
annual meeting is business that is (a) properly brought before the meeting pursuant to Fortinet’s proxy
materials with respect to such meeting, (b) properly brought before the meeting by or at the direction of
the Board of Directors or (c) properly brought before the meeting by a stockholder who has delivered
written notice to Fortinet’s Corporate Secretary at its principal executive offices within the Notice
Period and who was a stockholder at the time of such notice and as of the record date. The notice must
contain specified information about the matters to be brought before such meeting and about the
stockholder proposing such matters.
The “Notice Period” is defined as that period not less than 45 days nor more than 75 days prior to the
one-year anniversary of the date on which Fortinet mailed its proxy materials or the Notice (whichever
is earlier) to stockholders in connection with the preceding year’s annual meeting of stockholders. As a
result, assuming a Notice mailing date of May 4, 2021, the Notice Period for the 2022 Annual Meeting
will start on February 18, 2022 and end on March 20, 2022.
If a stockholder who has notified Fortinet of such stockholder’s intention to present a proposal at an
annual meeting does not appear to present such stockholder’s proposal at such meeting, Fortinet need
not present the proposal for vote at such meeting.
A copy of the full text of the bylaw provisions discussed above may be obtained by writing to
Fortinet’s Corporate Secretary at our principal executive offices or by accessing Fortinet’s filings on
the SEC’s website at www.sec.gov. All notices of proposals by stockholders, whether or not included in
Fortinet’s proxy materials, should be sent to Fortinet’s Corporate Secretary at our principal executive
offices.
Q: How may I obtain a separate set of proxy materials or the 2021 Annual Report?
A: If you share an address with another stockholder, each stockholder may not receive a separate copy of
our proxy materials and 2020 Annual Report. Stockholders who do not receive a separate copy of our
proxy materials and 2020 Annual Report and want to receive a separate copy may request to receive a
separate copy of, or stockholders may request additional copies of, our proxy materials and 2020
Annual Report by calling (408) 235-7700 or by writing to Fortinet, Inc., 899 Kifer Road, Sunnyvale,
California 94086, Attention: Investor Relations. Stockholders who share an address and receive
multiple copies of our proxy materials and 2020 Annual Report can also request to receive a single
copy by following the instructions above.
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PROPOSAL ONE
ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
General
The Board of Directors currently consists of eight members, and our amended and restated certificate
of incorporation provides that the entire Board of Directors will stand for election annually for one-year
terms. Each director holds office until that director’s successor is duly elected and qualified. Our amended
and restated bylaws permit the Board of Directors to establish by resolution the authorized number of
directors, and eight directors are currently authorized. Effective as of the 2021 Annual Meeting, the
authorized number of directors will be decreased to eight directors.
Nominees
Eight candidates have been nominated for election as directors at the 2021 Annual Meeting for a oneyear term expiring at the 2021 Annual Meeting. Upon recommendation of the Governance Committee of the
Board of Directors (the “Governance Committee”), the Board of Directors has nominated Ken Xie, Michael
Xie, Kelly Ducourty, Kenneth A. Goldman, Ming Hsieh, Jean Hu, William Neukom, and Judith Sim for
election as directors. Biographical information about each of the nominees is contained in the following
section. A discussion of the qualifications, attributes and skills of each nominee that led the Board of
Directors and the Governance Committee to the conclusion that such nominee should serve as a director has
been added following each of the director and nominee biographies.
Christopher B. Paisley’s term as a director will end at the 2021 Annual Meeting. We thank Mr. Paisley
for his distinguished service.
Each nominee has agreed to serve if elected, and management has no reason to believe that any
nominee will be unavailable to serve. In the event any nominee is unable or declines to serve as a director at
the time of the 2021 Annual Meeting, the proxies will be voted for any nominee who may be proposed by
the Governance Committee and designated by the present Board of Directors to fill the vacancy.
If you sign your proxy card or voting instruction card or vote by telephone or over the internet but do
not give instructions with respect to the voting of directors, your shares will be voted for the eight nominees
recommended by the Board of Directors. If you wish to give specific instructions with respect to the voting
of directors, you may do so by indicating your instructions on your proxy or voting instruction card or when
you vote by telephone or over the internet. If you do not give voting instructions to your broker, your broker
will leave your shares unvoted on this matter.
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS RECOMMENDS A VOTE “FOR” THE ELECTION OF
KEN XIE, MICHAEL XIE, KELLY DUCOURTY, KENNETH A. GOLDMAN, JEAN HU,
MING HSIEH, WILLIAM NEUKOM, AND JUDITH SIM.

7
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Information Regarding the Board of Directors and Director Nominees
The names of the members of the Board of Directors and our proposed director nominees, their
respective ages, their positions with Fortinet (as applicable) and other biographical information as of
March 31, 2021, are set forth below.
Messrs. Ken Xie and Michael Xie are brothers. There are no other family relationships among any of
our directors or executive officers.
Name

Age

Ken Xie

58

Michael Xie(4) ****

52

Kelly Ducourty(1)(4)
Kenneth A. Goldman(1)(4)^
Ming Hsieh(2)(3)*
Jean Hu(2)†
William H. Neukom(3)
Christopher B. Paisley(1)(2)**+
Judith Sim(1)(3) (4)***

46
72
65
57
79
68
52

Position

Chief Executive Officer, Chairman of the Board of Directors and
Director Nominee
President, Chief Technology Officer, Director and Director
Nominee
Director and Director Nominee
Director and Director Nominee
Director and Director Nominee
Director and Director Nominee
Lead Independent Director and Director Nominee
Director
Director and Director Nominee

(1)

Member of the Human Resources Committee.

(2)

Member of the Audit Committee.

(3)

Member of the Governance Committee.

(4)

Member of the Social Responsibility Committee.

*

Chairperson of the Governance Committee.

**

Chairperson of the Audit Committee.

*** Chairperson of the Human Resources Committee.
**** Chairperson of the Social Responsibility Committee.
^

Mr. Goldman will become a member of the Audit Committee and step down from the Social
Responsibility Committee effective as of the 2021 Annual Meeting.

†

Ms. Hu will become the Chairperson of the Audit Committee effective as of the 2021 Annual Meeting.

+

Mr. Paisley’s term as a director and service on the Human Resources Committee and the Audit
Committee will end at the 2021 Annual Meeting.

Ken Xie has served as our Chief Executive Officer and a member of the Board of Directors since he cofounded Fortinet in October 2000. He previously served as our President until November 2013. Prior to cofounding Fortinet, Mr. Ken Xie was the Founder, President and Chief Executive Officer of NetScreen
Technologies, Inc., a provider of network security products, which was acquired by Juniper Networks, Inc.
in April 2004. Additionally, Mr. Ken Xie was Chief Executive Officer of SIS, Inc. and is a member of the
National Academy of Engineering. In addition to the Board of Directors, Mr. Ken Xie has served on the
board of directors of TeleNav, Inc. since July 2012. Mr. Ken Xie received a B.S. and an M.S. in electrical
engineering from Tsinghua University in China and an M.S. in electrical engineering from Stanford
University.
Mr. Ken Xie has more than 25 years of technical and management experience in the networking and
security industries, which includes his roles as a founder of Fortinet, NetScreen and SIS and as President
and Chief Executive Officer of each of the foregoing companies. The Board of Directors also believes
Mr. Ken Xie provides valuable perspective and experience as a co-founder of Fortinet and one of its largest
stockholders.
Michael Xie has served as our President and Chief Technology Officer since November 2013 and as a
member of the Board of Directors since February 2001. He previously served as our Vice President of
Engineering and Chief Technology Officer after co-founding Fortinet in October 2000. Prior to co-founding
8
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Fortinet, he held positions as Vice President of Engineering for ServGate Technologies, Inc., a network
security provider that was acquired by Amarium Technologies, Inc. in April 2006, Software Director and
Architect for NetScreen and Senior Software Engineer for Milkyway Networks Corporation, a network
security solutions provider. Mr. Michael Xie has an M.S. in electrical engineering from the University of
Manitoba in Canada, as well as a B.S. and an M.S. in automobile engineering from Tsinghua University in
China.
Mr. Michael Xie has more than 20 years of technical and operational experience in the network security
industry, which includes positions as the President and Chief Technology Officer of Fortinet, the Vice
President of Engineering of ServGate and the Software Director and Architect of NetScreen. The Board of
Directors believes that Mr. Michael Xie’s deep technical knowledge is invaluable in developing and
improving Fortinet’s technology and network security products. The Board of Directors also believes
Mr. Michael Xie provides valuable perspective and experience as a co-founder of Fortinet and one of its
largest stockholders.
Kelly Ducourty has served as a member of the Board of Directors since April 2020. Since October 2020,
Ms. Ducourty has served as Vice President, Strategy and Operations for Google Cloud, a subsidiary of
Alphabet Inc. that provides cloud computing services, and previously served as Managing Director, Strategy
and Operations from March 2020 to October 2020 and Managing Director, Global Enablement and Sales
Activation at Google Cloud from October 2019 to March 2020. From July 1998 until October 2019,
Ms. Ducourty served in various roles at Hewlett Packard Enterprise, an information technology company,
including most recently in various Senior Vice President roles from November 2016 until October 2019 and
as Vice President, Strategic Accounts, from September 2014 to November 2016. Ms. Ducourty received a
B.A. in International Marketing Management from Bournemouth University.
Ms. Ducourty has extensive experience in the sales of technology products and business development
from her positions at Google Cloud and Hewlett Packard Enterprise.
Kenneth A. Goldman has served as a member of the Board of Directors since October 2020.
Mr. Goldman has served as the President of Hillspire LLC, a family office management company, since
September 2017. From October 2012 to June 2017, Mr. Goldman served as the Chief Financial Officer of
Yahoo! Inc., a provider of internet content and services. Prior to this, Mr. Goldman was our Senior Vice
President and Chief Financial Officer from September 2007 to October 2012. From January 2015 to
December 2017, Mr. Goldman served as a member of the PCAOB, Standing Advisory Group. Mr. Goldman
currently serves on the boards of directors of GoPro, Inc., NXP Semiconductor N.V., RingCentral, Inc. and
Zuora, Inc. Mr. Goldman is also on the board of directors of the Sustainability Accounting Standard Board
(“SASB”) Foundation, which is responsible for the financing, oversight, administration and appointment of
the SASB Standard Board. Mr. Goldman holds a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from Cornell University and
an M.B.A. from Harvard Business School.
Mr. Goldman has developed expertise in finance, including accounting and financial reporting, as a
Chief Financial Officer of Yahoo! Inc. and in other finance roles, and has career experience managing
human resources and legal functions. Mr. Goldman also has over ten years of outside board experience at
the aforementioned companies and numerous other public and private companies.
Jean Hu has served as a member of the Board of Directors since October 2019. Since August 2016,
Ms. Hu has served as Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of Marvell Technology Group
Ltd., a semiconductor company. Prior to Marvell, Ms. Hu served as Senior Vice President and Chief
Financial Officer of QLogic Corporation, a network server and storage networking company, from
April 2011 to August 2016, and as acting Chief Executive Officer of QLogic from May 2013 to
February 2014 and from August 2015 to August 2016. From 2004 to 2011, Ms. Hu served in various senior
positions at Conexant Systems, Inc., a semiconductor company, including as Chief Financial Officer and
Senior Vice President, Business Development from December 2008 to April 2011 and as Treasurer from
June 2009 until April 2011. Ms. Hu holds a B.S. in Chemical Engineering from Beijing University of
Chemical Engineering and a Ph.D. in Economics from Claremont Graduate University
Ms. Hu has extensive experience in the management of technology companies from her positions at
Marvell and QLogic, and expertise in corporate financing, accounting and financial reporting.
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Ming Hsieh has served as a member of the Board of Directors since April 2013. Mr. Hsieh has served as
the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Fulgent Therapeutics Inc., a cancer drug research and
development company, since September 2012. From October 2010 to June 2012, Mr. Hsieh served as the
President of 3M Cogent, Inc., a provider of global biometric identification solutions, following the
acquisition of Cogent, Inc. by 3M Company in 2010. Prior to the acquisition, Mr. Hsieh served as the Chief
Executive Officer, President and Chairman of the board of directors of Cogent since founding Cogent in
1990. Prior to that, Mr. Hsieh was a research and development engineer at International Rectifier
Corporation, a manufacturer of semiconductors, from 1985 to 1987. Mr. Hsieh received a B.S.E.E. from the
University of Southern California in 1983 and an M.S.E.E. from University of Southern California in 1984.
Mr. Hsieh has leadership, operational and executive experience by serving as Chief Executive Officer,
President and Chairman of the board of directors of Cogent.
William H. Neukom has served as a member of the Board of Directors since January 2013 and has
served as our Lead Independent Director since April 2018. Mr. Neukom is the Founder and Chief Executive
Officer of the World Justice Project, an organization devoted to promoting the rule of law throughout the
world. He is a retired partner in the Seattle office of the international law firm K&L Gates LLP and is a
lecturer at Stanford Law School, where he teaches a seminar on the rule of law. He is a member of the
Dean’s Council at Stanford Law School and was its chair from 2012 to 2015. Mr. Neukom was the Chief
Executive Officer of the San Francisco Giants major league baseball team from 2008 to 2011, and served as
its Chairman Emeritus during 2012. He is a trustee emeritus of Dartmouth College, having served as chair
of the board from 2004 to 2007, and was president of the American Bar Association from 2007 to 2008, and
was awarded the ABA Medal in 2020. Mr. Neukom was previously the lead lawyer for Microsoft
Corporation for nearly 25 years, managing its legal, government affairs and philanthropic activities. He
retired from Microsoft as its Executive Vice President of Law and Corporate Affairs in 2002, when he
returned to Preston, Gates & Ellis LLP and served as the firm’s chairman from 2003 until its merger with
Kirkpatrick & Lockhart Nicholson Graham LLP in 2007. Mr. Neukom also serves on the board of several
not-for-profit organizations. Mr. Neukom earned an A.B. from Dartmouth College and an LL.B. from
Stanford University.
Mr. Neukom has business leadership, operational, legal and executive experience as a result of his
service as Managing General Partner and Chief Executive Officer of San Francisco Baseball Associates, as
President of the American Bar Association, as a partner at an international law firm and as the Executive
Vice President of Law and Corporate Affairs for Microsoft. The Board of Directors believes that
Mr. Neukom, with his experience with the technology industry and his expertise in legal, governance and
compliance matters, brings a unique and valuable perspective to the Board of Directors.
Christopher B. Paisley has served as a member of the Board of Directors since February 2004 and served
as our Lead Independent Director from July 2012 until April 2018. Since January 2001, Mr. Paisley has
served as the Dean’s Executive Professor of Accounting at the Leavey School of Business at Santa Clara
University. Mr. Paisley also serves as lead independent director of Equinix, Inc., a provider of network
colocation, interconnection and managed services, a member of the board of directors of Ambarella, Inc., a
developer of low-power, high-definition video compression and image processing semiconductors, and a
member of the board directors of Fastly, Inc., a cloud computing services provider. Mr. Paisley previously
served as a director of Fitbit, Inc., a connected health and fitness company, from January 2015 until
May 2020 and a director of YuMe, Inc., a provider of digital video brand advertising solutions, from
November 2012 until February 2018. Mr. Paisley holds a B.A. in business economics from the University of
California at Santa Barbara and an M.B.A. from the Anderson School at the University of California at Los
Angeles.
Mr. Paisley’s term as a member of our Board of Directors will end at the 2021 Annual Meeting, and we
thank him for hisdistinguished service.
Judith Sim has served as a member of the Board of Directors since June 2015. Ms. Sim previously held
various customer-related and marketing positions at Oracle Corporation from 1991 to April 2020, including
as its Chief Marketing Officer from 2005 to April 2020. Ms. Sim received a B.S. in dietetics from the
University of California at Davis.
Ms. Sim has leadership and executive experience from her position as head of marketing programs at
Oracle, including experience in field marketing, corporate communications, global customer programs,
advertising, campaigns, events and corporate branding.
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Director Expertise, Experience and Attributes
The Board of Directors is comprised of a diverse mix of directors with complementary expertise,
experience and attributes, as summarized in the table below. Our directors may also have limited experience
or attributes in addition to what is reflected in the “Number of Directors” column below. The “Number of
Directors” columns below include Christopher B. Paisley, who is not nominated for election at the 2021
AnnualMeeting and whose term as a director will end at the 2021 Annual Meeting.
Expertise, Experience or Attribute

Cybersecurity
Technology and Product
Development
Leadership
Diversity

Public Service and Legal

Finance

Sales and Marketing

Description

Number of Directors

Extensive knowledge of corporate and global issues
related to cybersecurity challenges within private and
public organizations.
Significant background working in the technology
industry and in management of technology companies;
experience in product development, including
engineering and design.
Extensive executive, director or management experience
from leadership and governance roles in corporations,
government or public organizations.
Representation of gender, ethnic, geographic, cultural or
other perspectives that expand the Board of Directors’
understanding of the needs and viewpoints of our
customers, partners, employees and other stakeholders.
Dedication to public service through leadership of
government, non-governmental organizations and notfor-profit institutions; extensive experience in legal and
compliance matters.
Leadership of a financial firm or management of the
finance function of an enterprise, resulting in financial
proficiency and expertise.
Experience in sales or marketing, and leadership of
corporate sales or marketing functions.

2 of 9
9 of 9

9 of 9
6 of 9

3 of 9

3 of 9

2 of 9

Director Tenure and Age Distribution
We also believe that our current Board of Directors composition represents an effective balance with
respect to director tenure and age. Recent director additions provide the Board of Directors with fresh
perspectives and diverse experiences, while directors with longer tenure provide continuity and valuable
insight into our business and strategy. The following tables provide information regarding the current tenure
and age distribution of the Board of Directors (as of March 31, 2021).
Tenure

Number of Directors

Age

Number of Directors

More than 10 years
6 – 10 years
0 – 5 years

3
2
4

70+ years
61 – 70 years
45 – 60 years

2
2
5

Board Evaluations
The Board of Directors conducts an annual self-evaluation for itself and its committees. As part of this
process, each member of the Board of Directors completes a survey conducted by a third-party consulting
firm to help assess the performance of the Board of Directors and its committees, their own individual
performance and the performance of fellow directors. The feedback received is shared first with the
Governance Committee, and then made available to the individual directors and the full Board of Directors.
The Board of Directors evaluation process is used:
• by the Board of Directors and the Governance Committee to assess the current composition of the
Board of Directors and its committees and make recommendations for the qualifications, expertise
and characteristics we should seek in identifying potential new directors;
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• by the Board of Directors and the Governance Committee to identify the strengths and areas of
opportunity of each member of the Board of Directors, the Board as a whole and each committee;
• by the Board of Directors to provide insight into how the Board as a whole, each committee and each
member of the Board of Directors can be most valuable;
• to improve agenda topics of the Board of Directors and its committees so that information they
receive enables them to effectively address the issues they consider most critical; and
• by the Governance Committee as part of its annual review of each director’s performance when
considering whether to nominate the director for re-election to the Board of Directors.
See “Corporate Governance” and “Executive Compensation — Compensation of Directors” for
additional information regarding the Board of Directors.
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PROPOSAL TWO
RATIFICATION OF APPOINTMENT OF
INDEPENDENT REGISTERED PUBLIC ACCOUNTING FIRM
General
The Audit Committee of the Board of Directors (the “Audit Committee”) has selected Deloitte &
Touche LLP as Fortinet’s independent registered public accounting firm to audit the financial statements of
Fortinet for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2021, which will include an audit of the effectiveness of
Fortinet’s internal control over financial reporting. A representative of Deloitte & Touche LLP is expected
to be present at the 2021 Annual Meeting, will have the opportunity to make a statement if such
representative desires to do so and is expected to be available to respond to appropriate questions.
If the appointment is not ratified, the Audit Committee will consider whether it should select other
independent auditors. Even if the appointment is ratified, the Audit Committee, in its discretion, may direct
the appointment of a different independent registered public accounting firm as Fortinet’s independent
auditors at any time during the year if the Audit Committee determines that such a change would be in
Fortinet’s and its stockholders’ best interests.
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS RECOMMENDS A VOTE “FOR” THE RATIFICATION OF THE
APPOINTMENT OF DELOITTE & TOUCHE LLP AS FORTINET’S INDEPENDENT REGISTERED
PUBLIC ACCOUNTING FIRM FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2021.
Principal Accounting Fees and Services
The following table presents fees billed for professional audit services and other services rendered to
Fortinet by Deloitte & Touche LLP for the years ended December 31, 2020 and December 31, 2019.
Audit Fees

(1)

2020

2019

$2,850,299

$2,747,386

Audit-Related Fees(2)

650,000

580,650

Tax Fees(3)

640,361

531,039

All Other Fees

(4)

Total

1,895

—

$4,142,555

$3,859,075

(1) Audit Fees consist of fees for professional services provided in connection with the audit of our annual
consolidated financial statements, audit of our internal control over financial reporting, the review of
our quarterly consolidated financial statements and audit services that are normally provided by the
independent registered public accounting firm in connection with statutory and regulatory filings for
those fiscal years.
(2) Audit-Related Fees consist of fees for assurance and related services that are reasonably related to the
performance of the audit or review of our consolidated financial statements and which are not reported
under Audit Fees above. In 2020, Audit-Related Fees related primarily to the impact of COVID-19
pandemic on our business, covenant-not-to-sue and business combinations. In 2019, Audit-Related
Fees also related primarily to cybersecurity matters, business combinations, the implementation of
Accounting Standards Codification Topic 842 and matters related to revenue recognition.
(3) Tax Fees consist of fees for services related to federal and state income tax compliance, transfer pricing
review, reports related to research and development credits, country-by-country reporting, the Foreign
Derived Intangible Income and U.S. tax reform.
(4) All Other Fees consist of products and services provided by Deloitte & Touche LLP that are not
included in the service categories reported above.
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Approval of Audit and Non-Audit Services
Pursuant to its charter, the Audit Committee is required to (i) review and approve, in advance, the
scope and plans for all audits and audit fees and (ii) approve, in advance, all non-audit services to be
performed by our independent auditor that are not otherwise prohibited by law and any associated fees.
All Deloitte & Touche LLP services and fees in fiscal 2020 and fiscal 2019 were approved by the Audit
Committee.
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PROPOSAL THREE
ADVISORY VOTE TO APPROVE NAMED EXECUTIVE OFFICER COMPENSATION
As required by Section 14A of the Exchange Act and the corresponding rules of the SEC, Fortinet is
seeking stockholder approval, on an advisory and non-binding basis, of the compensation of our named
executive officers as disclosed in accordance with the SEC’s rules in the “Executive Compensation” section
of this proxy statement. This proposal, commonly known as a “say-on-pay” proposal, gives our stockholders
the opportunity to express their views on our named executive officers’ compensation as a whole. This vote
is not intended to address any specific item of compensation or any specific named executive officer but
rather the overall compensation of all of our named executive officers and the compensation philosophy,
policies and practices described in this proxy statement.
The say-on-pay vote is advisory, and therefore not binding on Fortinet, the Human Resources
Committee of the Board of Directors (the “Human Resources Committee”) or the Board of Directors.
Following the 2021 Annual Meeting, the next such non-binding advisory vote to approve our named
executive officers’ compensation as a whole is scheduled to occur at the 2022 Annual Meeting.
The Board of Directors and the Human Resources Committee value the opinions of our stockholders
and the say-on-pay vote provides information to us regarding stockholder sentiment about our executive
compensation philosophy, policies and practices, which the Human Resources Committee will be able to
consider when determining executive compensation for the remainder of the current fiscal year and beyond.
To the extent there is any significant vote against the compensation of our named executive officers as
disclosed in this proxy statement, we will consider our stockholders’ concerns, and the Human Resources
Committee will evaluate whether any actions are necessary to address those concerns. We believe that the
information we have provided in the “Executive Compensation” section of this proxy statement, and in
particular the information discussed in “Executive Compensation — Compensation Discussion and
Analysis,” demonstrates that our executive compensation program was designed appropriately and is
working to ensure our executive officers’ interests are aligned with our stockholders’ interests. Accordingly,
we ask our stockholders to vote “FOR” the following resolution at the 2021 Annual Meeting:
“RESOLVED, that Fortinet’s stockholders approve, on an advisory basis, the compensation of the
named executive officers, as disclosed in Fortinet’s proxy statement for the 2021 Annual Meeting pursuant
to the Item 402 of Regulation S-K, including the Compensation Discussion and Analysis, the compensation
tables and narrative discussion and the other related disclosure.”
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS RECOMMENDS A VOTE “FOR” THIS PROPOSAL.
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CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
Our primary purpose is to develop networking and security solutions that protect and empower our
customers, thereby allowing them to focus on effectively accomplishing their respective missions and
helping make the world a safe place to live and work. Our customers include healthcare providers;
kindergarten to 12th grade schools; colleges and universities; critical infrastructure providers; small,
medium and large businesses; and government organizations. Our products are designed to help empower
organizations to protect their confidential and private information and intellectual property, and to run their
businesses without the operational disruption that can result from attacks by sophisticated hackers. We
believe cybersecurity is essential to achieving just and sustainable societies, and that it is our corporate
social responsibility to help build trust in the digital world by innovating sustainable security technologies,
helping develop cybersecurity talent and promoting responsible business across our value chain.
The Board of Directors is committed to meeting its social responsibilities and, in January 2021, formed
the Social Responsibility Committee of the Board of Directors (the “Social Responsibility Committee”) to
promote long-term value for our stakeholders, including customers, partners, suppliers, employees,
stockholders and communities. The charter of the Social Responsibility Committee provides for Social
Responsibility Committee oversight of our social responsibility and environmental, social and governance
(“ESG”) initiatives. The creation of the Social Responsibility Committee formalizes our focus on promoting
social responsibility at the highest level of our governance. We have engaged an independent consultancy to
conduct a materiality assessment to help us define the social responsibility priorities that are most important
to our business and to our stakeholders. The outcome of this assessment will further inform our
sustainability strategy, priorities and disclosure.
We prioritize multiple positive social responsibility related initiatives, such as:
• Growing a Diverse Cybersecurity Workforce. We have continued to significantly increase our hiring,
currently employing over 8,000 people. In addition to supporting these employees with
compensation and healthcare, we provide employees valuable security training to help them with
skillset and career development opportunities and help narrow the security skills gap worldwide. We
have also established programs designed to ensure diversity, equity and inclusion in the workplace,
including unconscious bias training for all managers across the company, and we also ensure a
culture focused on providing opportunity based on merit. We collaborated with certain stockholders
on our approach to diversity and inclusion, and, in March 2021, published our first Diversity &
Inclusion report, which reflects our commitment to build a diverse and inclusive organization,
industry and global community. We lead in diversity from the top: our Board of Directors is more
diverse than a majority of our peers’ boards, with our Board being comprised of over 50% diversity
in terms of membership from under-represented groups, and one third of our Board seats are held by
women
In response to a widening cybersecurity skills gap, we have provided our employees and the public
with free access to more than 30 security courses, which can be used to gain continuing professional
credits. We recorded over 800,000 registrations for our free training offerings in 2020. We also
expanded our Fortinet Security Academy program to over 300 institutions around the world,
including K-12, Higher Education and non-profits focused on career readiness, to provide students
the opportunity to become cybersecurity professionals and create a cybersecurity-aware population
of technology users and consumers.
• Innovating for a Safe Internet. Fortinet is committed to combating cybercrime and cyber breaches by
continuously innovating its products and threat intelligence. We are a co-founder of the Cyber Threat
Alliance, which was created to share threat intelligence with other security organizations in order to
fight bad actors, and we are actively engaged with more than 200 partners, including threat
intelligence peers, national CERT/CSIRT teams, government agencies, international law enforcement
organizations including NATO and Interpol and other critical partners. As a founding member of the
World Economic Forum (“WEF”) Centre for Cybersecurity, Fortinet has taken an active part of the
WEF’s working group, which promotes public-private collaboration in the fight against cybercrime,
and we were one of the main contributors to their first report published in November 2020.
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• Respecting the Environment. Our business strategy from its inception has promoted environmental
sustainability by integrating multiple security and networking functions into one appliance that is
more energy efficient and environmentally sustainable than the previous method of using multiple
point products, which require multiple power sources, more space and more cooling. Fortinet also
promotes environmentally sustainable operational practices worldwide, such as utilizing reusable
energy in facilities, building Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (“LEED”) Goldcertified facilities and supporting environmentally friendly practices such as electric-car usage.
Fortinet also goes beyond regulatory requirements to restrict hazardous substances in its appliances
and to ensure proper electronic waste removal and recycling of its appliances.
• Promoting Responsible Business. Our focus on strong governance is evidenced by our corporate
actions. In 2018, the Board of Directors, on its own initiative, moved away from a staggered board to
put all incumbent directors up for reelection each year. In July 2020, the Board of Directors amended
and restated our bylaws to allow stockholders to call special meetings of the stockholders. This year,
we added to our amended and restated bylaws the ability for stockholder to place their nominees for
director on our proxy ballot. For more information, please see the “Proxy Access” section of this
proxy statement. We also promote socially responsible governance throughout our value chain,
including with our supply chain, for which we have processes in place to promote the protection of
human rights.
• COVID-19 Response. We have shown leadership by establishing our COVID-19 Response Plan, with
specific actions to help our employees, customers and community. Early in the pandemic, we
committed to avoiding Covid-related layoffs and have not only met our promise, we have hired
significantly and created new jobs. We have also taken steps to help protect the health and well-being
of our employees, increased Fortinet’s employee charitable contribution matching program over
tenfold to match employees’ contributions up to $2,000 per employee, provided customers with free
remote access technologies to help organizations continue to do business with an abruptly increased
remote workforce, and have provided free security training to help continue operations during this
challenging time and help make use of the Internet safer.
Fortinet does much more than what is outlined above to “do well while also doing good.” For more
information regarding Fortinet’s corporate social responsibility and ESG initiatives please visit our website
at https://www.fortinet.com/csr.
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CORPORATE GOVERNANCE
Human Capital Management
We appreciate that our employees are the foundation of our innovation for the benefit of our customers
and that there can be a shortage of highly skilled employees for technology companies like ours, and we
believe that our success depends largely on our continued ability to attract and retain highly skilled
employees with diverse backgrounds and experiences. We offer fair, competitive compensation and benefits
based on a culture of meritocracy. Our compensation programs for our employees include base pay,
opportunities for equity ownership where local statutes allow and employee benefits that promote wellbeing across different aspects of our employees’ lives, which may include health and welfare insurance,
retirement benefits, and paid time off.
As a global company, much of our success is rooted in the diversity of our teams and our commitment
to inclusion. Our commitment to diversity and inclusion starts at the top, with a highly skilled and diverse
board of directors. As of December 31, 2020, women represented one-third of the members of the Board of
Directors, and approximately 55% of the Board of Directors was from underrepresented communities as
defined by California’s AB 979. Also, as of December 31, 2020, women represented 19% of our global
workforce and 14% of our leadership team. We value diversity at all levels and continue to focus on
enhancing our diversity and inclusion initiatives across our entire workforce. As discussed above, we are
also committed to social responsibility, and the Board of Directors and its Social Responsibility Committee
provide active oversight of our corporate social responsibility initiatives. Examples of our initiatives include
our employee charitable contribution matching program and the free security training programs to help
bridge the “security skills gap” that we offer to help with career development for our employees and the
general public including a focus on providing security training and career opportunities to under-represented
groups.
As to company culture, our Chief Executive Officer regularly communicates the importance of
Fortinet’s core values of openness, teamwork and innovation. Our culture is also defined by our
commitment to ethics and integrity. We reinforce our ethical “tone from the top” through clear policies
including our Code of Business Conduct and Ethics, regular compliance training for our employees,
quarterly meetings of our cross-functional Ethics Committee, clear messaging from our executives,
enforcement of company policies and oversight by the Board of Directors.
We are committed to providing a safe and healthy work environment for our employees. We sponsor a
global wellness program designed to enhance physical, financial and mental wellbeing for all our employees
around the world. Throughout the year, we encourage healthy behaviors through communications,
educational sessions, wellness challenges and other incentives.
Early in the COVID-19 pandemic, our Chief Executive Officer committed to having no COVID-related
layoffs, and, throughout the pandemic, not only have we kept that promise, we have continued hiring and
helping support our employees and their families through this challenging time. During the pandemic, we
have taken a flexible approach to help our employees manage their work and personal responsibilities, with
a focus on employee wellbeing, health and safety.
Corporate Governance Guidelines
We have adopted Corporate Governance Guidelines to establish the corporate governance policies
which provide a structure within which the Board of Directors and management can effectively pursue
Fortinet’s objectives for the benefit of our stockholders. The Corporate Governance Guidelines are available
on Fortinet’s website at investor.fortinet.com/corporate-governance-0.
Code of Business Conduct and Ethics
The Board of Directors sets high standards for Fortinet’s employees, officers and directors. Fortinet is
committed to establishing an operating framework that exercises appropriate oversight of responsibilities at
all levels throughout Fortinet and managing its affairs consistently with high principles of business ethics.
18

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Accordingly, Fortinet has adopted a Code of Business Conduct and Ethics, which is applicable to our and
our subsidiaries’ directors, officers and employees.
The Code of Business Conduct and Ethics is available on Fortinet’s website at
investor.fortinet.com/corporate-governance-0. Fortinet will disclose on its website any amendments to, or
waivers of, the Code of Business Conduct and Ethics that are required to be disclosed by the rules of the
SEC or Nasdaq.
Majority Voting Standard for Director Elections and Director Resignation Policy
Our amended and restated bylaws provide for a majority voting standard for uncontested elections of
directors and require that stockholder director nominations include a written statement as to whether the
nominee intends to tender an irrevocable resignation upon such nominee’s election or re-election. The
majority voting standard provides that, in uncontested director elections, a director nominee will be elected
only if the number of votes cast FOR the nominee exceeds the number of votes cast AGAINST the nominee.
In addition, our Corporate Governance Guidelines address, among other provisions, the “holdover” director
situation under the Delaware General Corporation Law (pursuant to which a director remains on the board
of directors until such director’s successor is elected and qualified), by requiring each incumbent nominee to
submit an irrevocable contingent resignation letter prior to the annual meeting of stockholders in which such
election is to take place. Such resignation becomes effective only upon (i) such nominee’s failure to receive
the requisite number of votes for re-election at any future meeting at which such person would face reelection and (ii) the Board of Directors’ acceptance of such resignation. If the nominee does not receive the
requisite number of votes for re-election, the Governance Committee will make a recommendation to the
Board of Directors as to whether to accept or reject the resignation, or whether other action should be taken.
The Board of Directors will act on the Governance Committee’s recommendation and publicly disclose its
decision and the rationale behind it within 90 days from the date of the certification of the election results.
Director Independence
The Board of Directors has determined that, with the exception of Messrs. Ken Xie and Michael Xie,
who are employees of Fortinet, all of the current members of the Board of Directors and nominees for
director are “independent directors” as that term is defined in Nasdaq’s listing standards.
Board Meetings and Committees
During fiscal 2020, the Board of Directors held eight meetings. Each director attended at least 75% of
the aggregate of all meetings of the Board of Directors all meetings held by all committees of the Board of
Directors on which such director served during the past fiscal year. The Board of Directors has four standing
committees: the Audit Committee, the Human Resources Committee, the Governance Committee and the
Social Responsibility Committee.
Audit Committee
The Audit Committee is currently comprised of Messrs. Hsieh and Paisley and Ms. Hu, each of whom
is “independent” as such term is defined for audit committee members by the listing standards of Nasdaq
and the rules of the SEC. Mr. Paisley is currently the Chairperson of the Audit Committee. The Board of
Directors has determined that each of Ms. Hu and Mr. Paisley is an “audit committee financial expert,” as
defined in the rules of the SEC. Effective as of the 2021 Annual Meeting, Ms. Hu will become the
Chairperson of the Audit Committee, Kenneth A. Goldman will become a member of the Audit Committee
and Mr. Paisley’s service on the Audit Committee will end.
The Audit Committee is responsible for, among other things:
• selecting and hiring our independent auditors, and approving the audit and non-audit services to be
performed by our independent auditors;
• evaluating the qualifications, performance and independence of our independent auditors;
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• monitoring the integrity of our financial statements and our compliance with legal and regulatory
requirements;
• reviewing the adequacy and effectiveness of our internal control policies and procedures;
• discussing the scope and results of the audit with the independent auditors and reviewing with
management and the independent auditors our interim and year-end operating results;
• preparing the Audit Committee Report that the SEC requires in our annual proxy statement;
• reviewing and overseeing related-person transactions; and
• reviewing and managing cybersecurity and other information technology risks, controls and
procedures.
The Audit Committee held ten meetings during fiscal 2020. The Audit Committee has adopted a
written charter approved by the Board of Directors, which is available on Fortinet’s website at
investor.fortinet.com/corporate-governance-0.
The Audit Committee Report is included in this proxy statement on page 46.
Human Resources Committee
The Human Resources Committee is currently comprised of Mses. Ducourty and Sim and
Messrs. Goldman and Paisley, each of whom qualifies as an independent director under the listing standards
of Nasdaq. Ms. Sim is currently the Chairperson of the Human Resources Committee. Effective as of the
2021 Annual Meeting, Mr. Paisley’s service on the Human Resources Committee will end.
The Human Resources Committee is responsible for, among other things:
• providing oversight of our organization and human resources activities, including culture and ethics
matters and diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives;
• providing oversight of our employee and executive compensation policies, plans and benefits
programs, and overall compensation philosophy;
• reviewing and approving for our executive officers: their annual base salary, annual incentive bonus,
equity compensation and other benefits, compensation or arrangements;
• reviewing and recommending compensation goals and objectives, and bonus and stock compensation
criteria for our executive officers;
• preparing the Human Resources Committee Report that the SEC requires to be included in our
annual proxy statement; and
• administering our equity compensation plans.
See “Executive Compensation — Compensation Discussion and Analysis” and “Executive
Compensation — Compensation of Directors” for a description of Fortinet’s processes and procedures for
the consideration and determination of executive officer and director compensation.
The Human Resources Committee held five meetings during fiscal 2020. The Human Resources
Committee has adopted a written charter approved by the Board of Directors, which is available on
Fortinet’s website at investor.fortinet.com/corporate-governance-0.
The Human Resources Committee Report is included in this proxy statement on page 33.
Governance Committee
The Governance Committee is currently comprised of Messrs. Hsieh and Neukom and Ms. Sim, each of
whom qualifies as an independent director under the listing standards of Nasdaq. Mr. Hsieh is the
Chairperson of the Governance Committee.
The Governance Committee is responsible for, among other things:
20

TABLE OF CONTENTS

• advising the Board of Directors and our officers on corporate governance matters;
• overseeing the evaluation of the Board of Directors;
• reviewing developments in corporate governance practices and developing and recommending
corporate governance guidelines and other policies;
• assisting the Board of Directors in identifying prospective director nominees and recommending
nominees for each annual meeting of stockholders to the Board of Directors; and
• recommending members for each committee of the Board of Directors.
The Governance Committee will consider recommendations of candidates for the Board of Directors
submitted by stockholders of Fortinet; see “Process for Recommending Candidates for Election to the Board
of Directors” below.
The Governance Committee held nine meetings during fiscal 2020. The Governance Committee has
adopted a written charter approved by the Board of Directors, which is available on Fortinet’s website at
investor.fortinet.com/corporate-governance-0.
Social Responsibility Committee
The Board of Directors considers Fortinet’s social responsibilities to be a high priority, and as such
formed the Social Responsibility Committee in January 2021. The Social Responsibility Committee is
currently comprised of Mses. Ducourty and Sim and Messrs. Goldman and Michael Xie. Mr. Michael Xie is
the Chairperson of the Social Responsibility Committee. Effective as of the 2021 Annual Meeting,
Mr. Goldman’s service on the Social Responsibility Committee will end.
The Social Responsibility Committee is responsible for, among other things:
• recommending to the Board of Directors and overseeing programs relating to social responsibility
and sustainability, including ESG matters;
• reviewing and assessing with management performance, risks, controls and procedures relating to
social responsibility and sustainability; and
• overseeing our charitable giving policies.
Human Resources Committee Interlocks and Insider Participation
Mses. Ducourty and Sim and Messrs. Goldman and Paisley served as members of the Human
Resources Committee during fiscal 2020. None of the members of the Human Resources Committee during
fiscal 2020 is or has in the past served as an officer or employee of our company. None of our executive
officers currently serves, or in the past year has served, as a member of the board of directors or
compensation committee of any entity that has one or more executive officers serving on the Board of
Directors or the Human Resources Committee during fiscal 2020.
Anti-Hedging and Anti-Pledging Policy
Our insider trading policy prohibits our directors, officers, employees and agents (such as consultants
and independent contractors) from engaging in any form of hedging or similar transactions with respect to
our securities, including those involving options, puts, calls or other derivative securities. Our directors,
officers, employees and agents are also prohibited from pledging our securities as collateral for loans and
from holding our securities in margin accounts.
Board Leadership Structure
Our Corporate Governance Guidelines provide the Board of Directors with flexibility to select the
appropriate leadership structure depending on what the Board of Directors determines is in Fortinet’s best
interests at a given time. In making leadership structure determinations, the Board of Directors considers
many factors, including the specific needs of the business and what is in the best interests of our
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stockholders. A copy of our Corporate Governance Guidelines is available on our website at
investor.fortinet.com/corporate-governance-0.
Mr. Neukom currently serves as our Lead Independent Director and Mr. Ken Xie serves as our
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer. In addition to the duties of all members of the Board of Directors,
Mr. Neukom’s principal responsibilities as our Lead Independent Director are to: preside over executive
sessions of the Board of Directors; review and comment on the agenda for meetings of the Board of
Directors in consultation with the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer and other members of the Board of
Directors; act as principal liaison between the independent directors and the Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer on sensitive issues; raise issues with management on behalf of the independent directors when
appropriate; and assess the quality, quantity and timeliness of the flow of information from management that
is necessary for the independent directors to effectively and responsibly perform their duties.
The Board of Directors believes that the current leadership structure provides an appropriate balance
between strong leadership from our Chairman and Chief Executive Officer and oversight by independent
directors. In particular, this structure capitalizes on the expertise and experience of Messrs. Ken Xie and
Neukom, as it permits Mr. Xie to serve as a bridge between the Board of Directors and management, helping
both to act with a common purpose and providing critical leadership for carrying out our strategy and
confronting challenges, while Mr. Neukom ensures independence of the Board of Directors from
management and as Lead Independent Director can call and chair meetings of the independent directors
separate and apart from the Chairman. The Board of Directors also believes that there may be other
advantages to having a Lead Independent Director for matters such as communications and relations
between the Board of Directors, the Chief Executive Officer and the other members of our senior
management, and in assisting the Board of Directors in reaching consensus on particular strategies and
policies. Messrs. Ken Xie and Michael Xie, as the only two management directors, do not participate in
sessions of non-management directors, and non-management directors meet regularly in executive session
without management.
Board of Directors’ Role in Risk Oversight
The Board of Directors oversees an enterprise-wide approach to risk management, designed to support
the achievement of organizational objectives, including strategic objectives, to improve long-term
organizational performance and to enhance stockholder value. A fundamental part of risk management is not
only understanding the most significant risks that Fortinet faces and what steps management is taking to
manage those risks but also understanding what level of risk is appropriate for Fortinet. The involvement of
the full Board of Directors in reviewing Fortinet’s business is an integral aspect of its assessment of
management’s tolerance for risk and also its determination of what constitutes an appropriate level of risk
for Fortinet.
While the Board of Directors has the ultimate oversight responsibility for the risk management process,
various committees of the Board of Directors also have responsibility for risk management. The charter of
the Audit Committee provides that one of the Audit Committee’s responsibilities is oversight of certain
compliance matters and risks related to data privacy and cybersecurity. In addition, in setting compensation,
the Human Resources Committee strives to create incentives that encourage a level of risk-taking consistent
with Fortinet’s business strategy and to encourage a focus on building long-term value at Fortinet. The
Board also directly oversees certain strategic risks to Fortinet and other risk areas not delegated to one of its
committees.
At periodic meetings of the Board of Directors and its committees and in other meetings and
discussions, management reports to and seeks guidance from the Board of Directors and its committees with
respect to the most significant risks that could affect our business, such as legal risks and financial, tax and
audit related risks. In addition, management provides the Audit Committee periodic reports on Fortinet’s
compliance programs and efforts, investment policy and practices.
Process for Recommending Candidates for Election to the Board of Directors
The Governance Committee is responsible for, among other things, determining the criteria for
membership to the Board of Directors and recommending candidates for election to the Board of Directors.
It is the policy of the Governance Committee to consider recommendations for candidates to the Board of
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Directors from stockholders. Stockholder recommendations for candidates to the Board of Directors must be
directed in writing to Fortinet, Inc., 899 Kifer Road, Sunnyvale, California 94086, Attention: Corporate
Secretary, and must include the candidate’s name, home and business contact information, detailed
biographical data and qualifications, information regarding any relationships between the candidate and
Fortinet within the last three years and evidence of the nominating person’s ownership of Fortinet’s common
stock. Such recommendations must also include a statement from the recommending stockholder in support
of the candidate, particularly within the context of the criteria for membership on the Board of Directors,
including issues of character, judgment, diversity, including whether the person is a current or former chief
executive officer or chief financial officer of a public company or the head of a division of a large
international organization, independence, expertise, corporate experience, length of service, other
commitments and the like, personal references and an indication of the candidate’s willingness to serve.
There are no differences in the manner by which the Governance Committee evaluates nominees for director
based on whether the nominee is recommended by a stockholder or the Board of Directors.
The Governance Committee’s criteria and process for evaluating and identifying the candidates that it
recommends to the full Board of Directors for selection as director nominees are as follows:
• The Governance Committee evaluates the current composition and organization of the Board of
Directors.
• The Governance Committee reviews on at least an annual basis the desired qualifications and
characteristics for membership on the Board of Directors.
• The Governance Committee evaluates the performance of individual members of the Board of
Directors eligible for re-election and selects, or recommends for the selection of the Board of
Directors, the director nominees for election to the Board of Directors by our stockholders at the
annual meeting of stockholders.
• In its evaluation of director candidates, including the members of the Board of Directors eligible for
re-election, the Governance Committee seeks to achieve a balance of knowledge, experience and
capability on the Board of Directors and considers: (i) the current composition and organization of
the Board of Directors and the needs of the Board of Directors and its committees; (ii) such factors
as character, judgment, diversity, expertise, business experience, length of service, independence,
other commitments and the like; and (iii) such other factors as the Governance Committee may
consider appropriate. The Governance Committee considers diversity of skills, experience, gender
and race, among other factors, in evaluating candidates for the Board of Directors.
• While the Governance Committee has not established specific minimum qualifications for director
candidates, the Governance Committee believes that candidates and nominees must reflect a Board
of Directors that is comprised of directors who: (a) are predominantly independent; (b) are of high
integrity; (c) have broad, business-related knowledge and experience at the policy-making level in
business or technology, including their understanding of the networking security industry and
Fortinet’s business in particular; (d) have qualifications that will increase overall effectiveness of the
Board of Directors; and (e) meet other requirements as may be required by applicable rules, such as
financial literacy or financial expertise with respect to Audit Committee members.
• With regard to candidates who are properly recommended by stockholders or by other means, the
Governance Committee will review the qualifications of any such candidate, which review may, in
the Governance Committee’s discretion, include interviewing references for the candidate, direct
interviews with the candidate, or other actions that the Governance Committee deems necessary or
proper.
• In evaluating and identifying candidates, the Governance Committee has the authority to retain and
terminate any third-party search firm that is used to identify director candidates and has the authority
to approve the fees and retention terms of any search firm.
• The Governance Committee will apply these same principles when evaluating candidates for the
Board of Directors who may be elected initially by the full Board of Directors to fill vacancies or add
additional directors prior to the annual meeting of stockholders at which directors are elected.
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• After completing its review and evaluation of director candidates, the Governance Committee
recommends to the full Board of Directors the director nominees.
Proxy Access
Our amended and restated bylaws provide a method for stockholders to place their nominees for
director on our proxy ballot. Under our amended and restated bylaws, a stockholder, or a group of up to 20
stockholders, owning at least 3% of our outstanding common stock continuously throughout the three-year
period (i) through the date of the nomination notice or (ii) following the date we implemented proxy access
in our amended and restated bylaws, whichever is later, is entitled to nominate and include in our proxy
materials director nominees constituting up to the lesser of two individuals or 20% of the number of
members of our Board of Directors, subject to reduction in certain circumstances, and subject to the
stockholders and the nominees satisfying the requirements specified in our amended and restated bylaws.
Our obligation to include director nominees in its annual meeting proxy materials is also subject to certain
exceptions as set forth in our amended and restated bylaws. Written notice of the nomination(s) must be
submitted to our Corporate Secretary at our principal executive office no earlier than the 75th day, and no
later than the 45th day, prior to the one-year anniversary of the date that we first sent our proxy materials or
a notice of availability of proxy materials (whichever is earlier) for our immediately preceding annual
meeting of stockholders, subject to certain exceptions as set forth in our amended and restated bylaws.
Attendance at Annual Meetings of Stockholders by the Board of Directors
Although Fortinet does not have a formal policy regarding attendance by members of the Board of
Directors at Fortinet’s annual meeting of stockholders, Fortinet welcomes, but does not require, directors to
attend. Ken Xie was the only director who attended Fortinet’s 2020 Annual Meeting of Stockholders (the
“2020 Annual Meeting”).
Contacting the Board of Directors
Stockholders who wish to communicate with the members of the Board of Directors may do so by
sending a letter to Fortinet’s Corporate Secretary, c/o Fortinet, Inc., 899 Kifer Road, Sunnyvale,
California 94086, or by fax to (408) 235-7737. The Corporate Secretary reviews all incoming stockholder
communications (except for mass mailings, product complaints or inquiries, job inquiries, business
solicitations and patently offensive or otherwise inappropriate material) and, if appropriate, routes such
communications to the appropriate member(s) of the Board of Directors, or if none is specified, to the Lead
Independent Director.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
The names of our executive officers, their ages, their positions with Fortinet and other biographical
information, as set forth below, are as of March 31, 2021. Messrs. Ken Xie and Michael Xie are brothers.
There are no other family relationships among any of our directors or executive officers.
Name

Age

Ken Xie
Michael Xie
Keith Jensen
John Whittle

58
52
62
53

Position

Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of the Board of Directors
President, Chief Technology Officer and Director
Chief Financial Officer
Executive Vice President of Corporate Development, General
Counsel and Corporate Secretary

Ken Xie. For a brief biography of Mr. Ken Xie, please see “Proposal One — Election of Directors —
Information Regarding the Board of Directors and Director Nominees.”
Michael Xie. For a brief biography of Mr. Michael Xie, please see “Proposal One — Election of
Directors — Information Regarding the Board of Directors and Director Nominees.”
Keith Jensen has served as our Chief Financial Officer since May 2018 and has served as our Chief
Accounting Officer since July 2015. From February 2018 to May 2018, Mr. Jensen served as our Interim
Chief Financial Officer. Mr. Jensen served as our Vice President of Finance and Corporate Controller from
May 2014 to July 2015. From November 2012 to May 2014, Mr. Jensen served in various positions at
DataDirect Networks, Inc., a data storage provider, including as its Chief Accounting Officer and Chief
Administrative Officer. From February 2006 to November 2012, Mr. Jensen served in various positions at
Sybase, Inc. (which was acquired by SAP America, Inc. in July 2010), an enterprise software and services
company, including as Sybase’s Chief Financial Officer and Chief Accounting Officer. Prior to Sybase, from
October 1999 to January 2006, Mr. Jensen served as Chief Financial Officer of Dorado Network Systems
Corporation, a provider of software solutions to financial service companies. Mr. Jensen also previously
held several positions with Coopers & Lybrand, including audit manager. Mr. Jensen holds a B.S. in
Business from California State University, Sacramento.
John Whittle has served as our General Counsel since October 2006, Corporate Secretary since
January 2007, Vice President of Corporate Development from October 2010 until January 2019 and
Executive Vice President of Corporate Development since January 2019. From March 2006 to
October 2006, Mr. Whittle was Vice President and General Counsel for Ingres Corporation, an open source
database company formed by a divestiture from Computer Associates. Prior to working at Ingres, from
January 2000 to March 2005, Mr. Whittle was Vice President and General Counsel for Corio, Inc., an
enterprise application services provider. Mr. Whittle worked from March 2005 to March 2006 with
International Business Machines Corporation following its acquisition of Corio. Prior to joining Corio,
Mr. Whittle was an attorney at the law firm of Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, P.C. from 1996 to 2000,
representing technology companies in general corporate matters, mergers and acquisitions and initial and
follow-on public offerings. Mr. Whittle holds a B.A. in history from the University of Virginia and a J.D.
from Cornell University Law School.
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EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION
Compensation Discussion and Analysis
This compensation discussion and analysis provides information about the 2020 compensation
arrangements for each individual who served as one of our executive officers during 2020, who were as
follows:
• Ken Xie, our Chief Executive Officer;
• Michael Xie, our President and Chief Technology Officer;
• Keith Jensen, our Chief Financial Officer; and
• John Whittle, our Executive Vice President of Corporate Development, General Counsel and
Corporate Secretary.
We refer to these individuals as “named executive officers” in this proxy statement. Because we had no
other executive officers during 2020, each one of our executive officers was a named executive officer in
2020.
This compensation discussion and analysis should be read together with the compensation tables and
related disclosures that follow it. This discussion contains forward looking statements that are based on our
current plans, considerations, expectations and determinations regarding future compensation programs.
Actual compensation programs that we adopt may differ materially from currently planned programs as
summarized in this discussion.
Overview
We compete with many other technology companies in seeking to attract and retain highly skilled top
talent. We also seek to keep our employees highly motivated. To meet these challenges, we designed our
executive compensation program to attract, retain and motivate our named executive officers to enhance
stockholder value by:
• offering base pay and total compensation opportunities that are competitive compared with market
and peer company data for the technology industry;
• linking compensation to our operating, financial and stock price performance by making elements of
each named executive officer’s compensation dependent on our overall company performance and
the creation of stockholder value;
• emphasizing equity pay and long-term incentives in order to incentivize contributions towards our
growth and the creation of long-term value for our stockholders; and
• ensuring fairness among our executive team by recognizing the contributions each named executive
officer makes to our success.
Because our compensation program is designed to align our named executive officers’ compensation
with our operating, financial and stock price performance, you should consider our executive compensation
decisions in the context of these areas of our performance during 2020. Specifically:
• Total revenue for 2020 was $2.59 billion, an increase of approximately 20% compared to
$2.16 billion for 2019;
• GAAP operating income for 2020 was $531.8 million, an increase of approximately 52% compared
to $351.0 million for 2019; and
• Our stock price as of December 31, 2020 was $148.53 per share, an increase of approximately 39%
compared to $106.76 as of December 31, 2019.
• Our stock price as of December 31, 2019 was $106.76, compared to $70.43 as of December 29,
2018.
Role of the Human Resources Committee in Executive Compensation Decisions
The Human Resources Committee of the Board of Directors has overall responsibility for approving the
compensation of our named executive officers. The Human Resources Committee also oversees our
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diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives and reviews with management the compensation disclosures
required by the SEC. Members of the Human Resources Committee are appointed by the Board of
Directors. See “Corporate Governance — Board Meetings and Committees — Human Resources Committee”
for more detail about the responsibilities and procedures of the Human Resources Committee.
Role of Compensation Consultant
The Human Resources Committee relies on its independent compensation consultant to provide advice
on matters relating to the compensation of our named executive officers and non-employee directors. For
2020, the Human Resources Committee engaged Compensia, Inc. (“Compensia”) in this capacity. A
representative of Compensia generally attends meetings of the Human Resources Committee. In addition,
Compensia provided competitive market assessments our executive and non-employee director
compensation programs, reviewed the Compensation Discussion and Analysis section of our proxy
statement and provided support on other matters as requested by the Human Resources Committee.
For 2020, the Human Resources Committee also engaged Compensia to provide and to report on the
results of a competitive assessment of the compensation of our named executive officers, which is based on
analysis of market and peer company compensation data. This assessment is one factor considered by the
Human Resources Committee as discussed in more detail below under “— Determining the Amount of
Elements of Executives’ Compensation in 2020.” Compensia reports directly to the Human Resources
Committee and provided no services to us other than the consulting services to the Human Resources
Committee. Based on consideration of the various factors set forth in the rules of the SEC and Nasdaq
listing standards, the Human Resources Committee does not believe that its relationship with Compensia
and the work of Compensia on behalf of the Human Resources Committee has raised any conflict of
interest.
Role of Executives in Executive Compensation Decisions
The Human Resources Committee generally seeks input from our Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Ken
Xie, when discussing the performance of and compensation levels for our named executive officers other
than for himself and Mr. Michael Xie. Neither Mr. Ken Xie nor any of our other named executive officers
participates in deliberations relating to their own compensation, and Messrs. Ken Xie and Michael Xie do
not participate in deliberations related to each other’s compensation.
Stockholder Advisory Vote on Named Executive Officer Compensation
Our stockholders will have the opportunity again at this year’s 2021 Annual Meeting to vote on our
named executive officer compensation through the stockholder advisory vote (commonly known as a “sayon-pay” vote) included as Proposal Three in this proxy statement. At each of our past two annual meetings
of stockholders, over 93% of the stockholder votes cast were cast in favor of our named executive officer
compensation. The Human Resources Committee considers input from our stockholders and the outcome of
our annual say-on-pay votes when making future executive compensation decisions and, to the extent there
is any significant vote against the named executive officer compensation as disclosed in this proxy
statement, the Human Resources Committee will seek to understand and consider our stockholders’
concerns and will evaluate whether any actions are appropriate to address those concerns. Since the 2020
stockholder vote on executive compensation occurred after the Human Resources Committee had
established all of the compensation elements for 2020, the Human Resources Committee could only take
into consideration the 2020 stockholder vote in establishing executive compensation for 2021. We
encourage you to review this “Executive Compensation” section, together with the compensation tables that
follow, prior to casting your advisory vote on the “say-on-pay” proposal.
Elements of Our Compensation Program
The four key elements of our compensation program for our named executive officers are base pay,
variable pay, equity-based awards and our benefits programs. As a total package, we design our
compensation program to enable us to attract and retain talent who we believe will enhance Fortinet’s longterm value. The individual elements of Fortinet’s compensation program are designed to satisfy this larger
goal in specific ways as described below. For a detailed discussion of the amounts awarded to our named
executive officers during 2020, see “— Determining the Amount of Elements of Executives’ Compensation
in 2020” below.
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Base Pay. We establish base pay that is both reasonable and competitive in relation to the competitive
market of similar companies in the technology industry. The Human Resources Committee monitors
competitive base pay levels at least annually and makes adjustments to base pay as appropriate. In general, a
named executive officer’s base pay level should reflect that individual’s overall sustained performance and
contribution over time. The Human Resources Committee sets base pay to provide the ongoing reward for
each named executive officer’s work and contribution and to be competitive in attracting or retaining the
executive. Any increases in base pay are provided generally on an annual basis.
Variable Pay. Rewarding performance through cash variable pay is an important element of named
executive officer compensation. We design our variable pay program to be both reasonable and competitive
in relation to the market. Our senior management incentive bonus program is designed to motivate our
named executive officers to achieve business goals and to align payouts with actual results. The variable
pay incentives are based on a formulaic assessment of our financial performance and an assessment of each
individual’s performance. A factor in this evaluation is our executive “peer review” process, in which our
broader executive team reviews the performance of the other members of the team, including certain of the
named executive officers, on a quarterly basis, and their confidential feedback is reviewed by the Human
Resources Committee when considering individual variable pay incentives. We believe the executive peer
review motivates executive officers to work together in a productive fashion. The Human Resources
Committee has the discretion to increase or decrease a payout under our variable pay program at any time in
the event that it determines that circumstances warrant adjustment.
Equity-Based Awards. The Human Resources Committee designs our equity-based awards to be both
reasonable and competitive in relation to the market.
As described in more detail below, we design our equity-based awards to help retain talent over a
period of time and to provide our named executive officers with a long-term reward that aligns their
interests with those of our stockholders. The Human Resources Committee considers a number of factors
when determining the size of equity awards, including competitive market data, named executive officer
performance, the proposed award’s retention value, the value of unvested equity awards already held by the
named executive officer and a review of the named executive officer’s overall compensation package, which
takes into account our approach to base pay and variable pay. Initial equity awards granted upon hire are
generally designed to attract experienced executives with established records of success and help retain
them over the long term. Subsequent equity awards are designed to help retain and incentivize our named
executive officers.
The Human Resources Committee approved “refresh” awards of stock options and restricted stock units
(“RSUs”) to our named executive officers in January 2020, which were effective in February 2020. In fiscal
2020, the Human Resources Committee granted stock options and RSUs, which represent a right to receive
shares of our common stock upon vesting over time. The Human Resources Committee determined to grant
stock options and RSUs based on an evaluation of the objectives of our compensation program and taking
into consideration market practice among companies in our compensation peer group. The Human
Resources Committee grants stock options and RSUs in order to: create a stronger and more visible link
between executive pay and Fortinet’s stock price performance; further align our executives’ interests with
those of our stockholders; to better incentivize and retain our senior executives; and maintain a long-term
incentive program that is competitive with practices at peer companies. The Human Resources Committee
considers stock options a strong pay-for-performance vehicle as the value of a stock option is limited to the
excess of then-current stock price over the exercise price of the option. Stock options also support a longterm perspective as the grants to our named executive officers in fiscal 2020 vest over four years and can be
exercised for up to seven years after grant.
Information on the vesting schedules for the awards of stock options and RSUs made to our named
executive officers in 2020 can be found below in “— Determining the Amount of Elements of Executives’
Compensation in 2020 — Equity-Based Awards.” See “— Outstanding Equity Awards at 2020 Fiscal YearEnd Table” for additional information regarding the outstanding and unvested equity awards held by each
named executive officer as of the end of fiscal 2020.
Benefits Programs. We provide our named executive officers the following benefits: health and welfare
benefits, including participation in our 401(k) retirement plan; group health insurance plans; and
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life, disability and accidental death insurance plans. Our named executive officers generally receive the
same benefits as those provided to our other U.S. employees and do not receive any additional perquisites.
We design our employee benefits programs to be both cost-effective and competitive in relation to the
market as well as compliant with applicable laws and practices. We adjust our benefits programs as needed
based upon regular monitoring of applicable laws and practices and the overall market.
Determining the Amount of Elements of Executives’ Compensation in 2020
Peer Group. September 2019, with assistance from Compensia, the Human Resources Committee
developed and approved a compensation peer group as a source of competitive market data for evaluating
the compensation of our executive officers and to support pay decisions for 2020.
The peer group was comprised of security competitors, network infrastructure technology companies
and other software companies focusing on data management, internet infrastructure and enterprise
application software. In selecting peers, the Human Resources Committee also generally sought to include
companies with annual revenue ranging from approximately $1.0 billion to $3.9 billion and a market
capitalization generally ranging from $7.0 billion to $28.0 billion. The peer group approved in
September 2019 included the 18 technology companies listed below:
Akamai Technologies
ANSYS
Arista Networks

GoDaddy
Juniper Networks
NetApp

Cadence Design Systems

Palo Alto Networks

Check Point Software Technologies

PTC

Citrix Systems

Splunk

CrowdStrike Holdings

SS&C Technologies Holdings

Dropbox

Synopsys

F5 Networks

VeriSign

For 2020, the Human Resources Committee removed CoStar, FactSet Research Systems, IPG
Photonics, Tableau Software, Tyler Technologies and Ultimate Software Group from the peer group and
added Akamai Technologies, CrowdStrike Holdings, Dropbox, Juniper Networks, NetApp and PTC to the
peer group.
Base Pay. As part of our annual performance review process and review of named executive officers’
compensation, early each year the Human Resources Committee assesses the performance of the named
executive officers, considering factors such as company performance, department performance and
individual performance, including the named executive officer’s expertise, position, past contributions to
Fortinet and potential future contributions to Fortinet. Largely as a result of this assessment and taking into
account reasonable annual base pay increase practices and Compensia’s data and analysis, the Human
Resources Committee considered whether and how much to adjust the base pay of the named executive
officers.
Taking into consideration performance and reasonable merit increases to position salary for our named
executive officers generally at or around the 50th percentile of the market, in January 2020, the Human
Resources Committee raised the annual base pay of Mr. Ken Xie by 6% to $797,000, of Mr. Michael Xie
by 4% to $445,000, of Mr. Jensen by 11% to $490,000 and of Mr. Whittle by 6% to $429,000. After these
increases, salary for our named executive officers was generally positioned around the 50th percentile of the
competitive market.
Equity-Based Awards. In granting stock options and RSUs to our named executive officers in 2020, the
Human Resources Committee exercised its judgment and considered, among other things, the role and
contribution of the named executive officer, the value of unvested stock options and RSUs already held by
the executive and Compensia’s data and analysis.
In January 2020, the Human Resources Committee approved “refresh” awards of stock options
exercisable for up to 123,294 shares for Mr. Ken Xie, 48,882 shares for Mr. Michael Xie, 40,740 shares for
Mr. Jensen and 23,796 shares for Mr. Whittle. Each of these stock options was granted in accordance with
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Fortinet’s Equity Award Grant Policy discussed in “— Timing of Equity Awards” below, and vests over
four years, with 25% vesting one year from February 21, 2020 and the remainder vesting monthly thereafter.
Also in January 2020, the Human Resources Committee approved “refresh” awards of 41,098 RSUs for
Mr. Ken Xie, 16,294 RSUs for Mr. Michael Xie, 13,580 RSUs for Mr. Jensen and 7,932 RSUs for
Mr. Whittle. Each of these RSUs was granted in accordance with Fortinet’s Equity Award Grant Policy
discussed in “— Timing of Equity Awards” below, and vests over four years, with 25% vesting one year
from February 21, 2020 and the remainder vesting quarterly thereafter.
Variable Pay. We determine the executive’s actual level of variable compensation in accordance with
the terms of the Senior Management Bonus Program (the “Bonus Program”) approved by the Human
Resources Committee for the year. In developing the framework, we seek to set total cash compensation
(i.e. base salary plus variable pay) to meet our goal of ensuring that our cash compensation levels are
competitive and to enable us to retain and motivate our named executive officers.
In 2020, the Human Resources Committee based the Bonus Program funding on achievement of
revenue and operating income targets, as set forth in more detail below, with 60% of the bonus pool funding
based on revenue achievement and 40% based on operating income achievement. The Human Resources
Committee weighted the Bonus Program funding more heavily toward achieving revenue over operating
income because it believed that, at this stage, a continued focus on growing revenue would help drive our
long-term success and result in greater opportunity for profit in the future and enhanced stockholder value.
However, because we believe it is important for our executives to monitor expenses closely as well, the
Human Resources Committee also based a portion of the bonus pool funding on our operating income
performance. Operating income for purposes of the Bonus Program is not calculated in accordance with
U.S. generally accepted accounting principles (“GAAP”) but rather is defined as net income plus income
taxes, stock-based compensation, interest income and foreign exchange currency gains or losses and other
adjustments to GAAP income as defined in our non-GAAP definition for external reporting purposes.
For purposes of the Bonus Program, a minimum performance level (based on a percentage of the
revenue and operating income target levels) had to be met before funding could occur. For 2020, threshold
(i.e. the minimum) performance level was 90% of both the revenue target and the operating income target.
Once the threshold performance level was attained, the funding of the bonus payments for our named
executive officers was to increase on a graduated basis for each of the revenue portion and the operating
income portion as follows:
Revenue Performance

90% – 100%
100% – 140%

Funding Amount

40% funding for performance at 90% and 6% funding for every
additional 1% of performance between 90% and 100%
1% funding for every additional 1% of performance between 100%
and 140%

Operating Income Performance

90% – 100%
100% – 140%

Funding Amount

40% funding for performance at 90% and 6% funding for every
additional 1% of performance between 90% and 100%
1% funding for every additional 1% of performance between 100%
and 140%

For example, for the revenue portion for our named executive officers:
• At 90% achievement of the revenue target, the revenue portion of the Bonus Program would be
funded at 40%;
• At 95% achievement of the revenue target, the revenue portion of the Bonus Program would be
funded at 70%;
• At 100% achievement of the revenue target, the revenue portion of the Bonus Program would be
funded at 100%; and
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• At 140% achievement of the revenue target, the revenue portion of the Bonus Program would be
funded at 140%.
Bonuses payments were calculated and awarded quarterly. Bonus payments were based on unaudited,
preliminary revenue and operating income results. Adjustments based on actual revenue and operating
income results may be made in subsequent quarters at the Human Resources Committee’s discretion.
Individual target bonuses under the Bonus Program are expressed as a percentage of the named
executive officer’s base salary for 100% goal achievement. During 2020, our Chief Executive Officer made
recommendations for target bonuses to the Human Resources Committee for Messrs. Jensen and Whittle,
taking into consideration company achievement versus the financial targets discussed below and peer group
data. The Human Resources Committee in turn gave final approval after discussing the recommendations.
The Human Resources Committee approved target bonuses for Messrs. Ken Xie and Michael Xie based
upon the same criteria under the Bonus Program.
For 2020, the Human Resources Committee approved target bonuses of 120% of base salary for
Mr. Ken Xie, 75% of base salary for Mr. Michael Xie, 75% of base salary for Mr. Jensen and 65% of base
salary for Mr. Whittle. See “— 2020 Summary Compensation Table” below.
As noted above, the Bonus Program was based on revenue and operating income performance targets
set at the beginning of the year. The targets were set at levels determined to be challenging and requiring
substantial effort on the part of senior management. For 2020, we achieved between 99% and 101% of our
quarterly and annual revenue targets and we achieved between 106% and 115% of our quarterly and annual
operating income targets. The Human Resources Committee approved bonus payments for our senior
management for 2020 based on achievement of these corporate goals and the individual performance of
certain of our named executive officers as evaluated pursuant to the “peer review” process described above.
The following charts set forth both the target levels for our revenue and operating income performance, the
revenue and operating income levels actually achieved, and the percentages of target revenue actually
achieved.

Benefits Programs. In 2020, our named executive officers received the same employee benefits as our
other U.S.-based employees and did not receive any additional perquisites. Additional details regarding our
benefits programs can be found above in “— Elements of Our Compensation Program — Benefits
Programs.”
Amended and Restated Change of Control Severance Agreements
Effective August 2019, we entered into an Amended and Restated Change of Control Severance
Agreement with each of our named executive officers. In addition to extending the term of each named
executive officer’s existing Change of Control Severance Agreement to August 7, 2024, the Amended and
Restated Change of Control Severance Agreements also aligned the change of control terms for each of our
named executive officers.
These Amended and Restated Change of Control Severance Agreements provide for payments and
benefits upon termination of their employment in specified circumstances. These arrangements (including
potential payments and terms) are discussed in more detail in the “— Potential Payments Upon Termination
or Change of Control” section below. We believe that these agreements help us from a retention standpoint,
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and they are particularly necessary in an industry such as ours, where there has been market consolidation.
We believe that entering into these agreements helps the named executive officers maintain continued focus
and dedication to their assigned duties to maximize stockholder value. The terms of these agreements were
determined after review by the Human Resources Committee of our retention goals for each named
executive officer, as well as analysis of market data, similar agreements established by our peer group and
applicable law.
Timing of Equity Awards
The Human Resources Committee approved grants of both “refresh” stock options and RSUs to our
named executive officers in January 2020. The Board of Directors and Human Resources Committee reserve
the right, however, to grant stock options, RSUs, performance stock units (“PSUs”) or other equity awards
at other times during the year. With respect to newly hired employees, our practice is typically to grant
equity awards at the first quarterly meeting of the Human Resources Committee following such employee’s
hire date.
Pursuant to our Equity Award Grant Policy, equity awards are granted effective as of the date that is the
tenth trading day on Nasdaq following the date of our next quarterly earnings announcement following the
meetings of the Human Resources Committee or the Board of Directors when such equity awards were
approved.
Performance-Based Compensation Recovery Policy
The Human Resources Committee has adopted a compensation recovery policy that allows us to
recover or “clawback” performance-based cash compensation from certain employees who participate in the
Bonus Program in the event of a material restatement of our financial results. Under the policy, if the
material restatement would result in any performance-based cash compensation paid under the Bonus
Program during the three years preceding the restatement to have been lower had it been calculated based on
such restated results, we may recover the amounts in excess of what would have been paid under the
restatement from any participant who received such performance-based cash compensation and who is
determined to have engaged in intentional or unlawful misconduct that materially contributed to the need for
such restatement. The Board of Directors (or a committee designated by the Board of Directors) has the sole
authority to enforce this policy, and it is limited by applicable law.
Effect of Accounting and Tax Treatment on Compensation Decisions
In the review and establishment of our compensation program, we consider the anticipated accounting
and tax implications to us and our executives. In this regard, we have historically used stock options, RSUs
and PSUs, and we reserve the right to use other forms of equity, as additional forms of equity incentives in
response to changes in the accounting treatment of equity awards and taking into consideration potential
impact on dilution and competitive practices. While the Human Resources Committee considers the
applicable accounting and tax treatment, these factors alone are not determinative, and the Human
Resources Committee also considers the cash and non-cash impact of the programs and whether a program
is consistent with our overall compensation philosophy and objectives.
Section 162(m) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”), generally disallows
the deductibility by any publicly held corporation of individual compensation expenses in excess of
$1 million paid to certain executive officers within a taxable year. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, which was
signed into law in December 2017, limited or eliminated the “performance-based compensation” exception
to the Section 162(m) deductibility limit, effective for tax years beginning after December 31, 2017. As a
result, any compensation paid to such executive officers in excess of $1 million will be non-deductible
unless such compensation was previously exempt and is payable pursuant to a written binding contract that
was in effect on November 2, 2017. We believe it is likely that compensation income recognized upon the
exercise of stock options granted prior to November 2, 2017 will continue to be tax deductible in
future years. However, because the tax reform changes are complex and their effect is unsettled, we can
offer no such assurance of deductibility. All other compensation paid after December 31, 2017 to such
executive officers in excess of $1 million, including cash compensation, stock options, RSUs and PSUs
awarded or modified after November 2, 2017, will be non-deductible. We expect that the Human Resources
Committee will continue
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to seek to balance the cost and benefit of tax deductibility with our executive compensation goals designed
to promote stockholder interests, retaining discretion to approve compensation that is non-deductible when
it believes that such payments are appropriate to attract and retain executive talent. As a result, we expect
that a significant portion of future cash and equity payments to our executive officers will not be tax
deductible under Section 162(m).
Human Resources Committee Report
The Human Resources Committee oversees our compensation policies, plans and benefit programs. The
Human Resources Committee has reviewed and discussed the Compensation Discussion and Analysis
required by Item 402(b) of Regulation S-K with management. Based on such review and discussions, the
Human Resources Committee has recommended to the Board of Directors that the Compensation
Discussion and Analysis be included in this proxy statement.
Respectfully submitted by the members of the Human Resources Committee of the Board of Directors
Judith Sim (Chairperson)
Kenneth A. Goldman
Kelly Ducourty
Christopher B. Paisley
2020 Summary Compensation Table
The following table presents information concerning the compensation of the named executive officers
for the years ended December 31, 2020, 2019 and 2018.

Salary ($) Bonus ($)

Option
Stock
Awards ($)(1) Awards ($)(1)

Non-Equity
Incentive Plan
Compensation
($)(2)

All Other
Compensation
($)(3)

Name and Principal Positions

Year

Total ($)

Ken Xie
Chief Executive Officer

2020 797,000
2019 750,000

—
—

4,169,569 4,704,899
3,985,666 4,139,334

983,163
754,923

—

10,654,631
9,629,923

2018 625,000

—

3,003,220 2,453,000

680,466

—

6,761,686

Michael Xie
President and Chief
Technology Officer

2020 445,000
2019 427,000

—
—

1,653,096 1,865,337
1,758,779 1,826,589

343,090
279,372

—
—

4,305,023
4,291,740

2018 427,000

—

1,420,673 1,393,304

232,447

—

3,473,424

Keith Jensen
Chief Financial Officer

2020 490,000
2019 442,000

—
—

1,377,749 1,554,638
1,278,225 1,327,507

401,000
340,797

5,334
5,188

3,824,721
3,393,717

2018 400,000 40,000(4)
John Whittle
2020 429,000
Executive Vice President of Corporate 2019 403,000
Development, General Counsel and
2018 395,000
Corporate Secretary

600,644

981,200

229,116

5,052

2,256,012

—

804,736

908,055

230,242

5,700

2,377,733

—

910,995

946,119

246,000

5,500

2,511,614

—

876,189

859,041

260,960

5,500

2,396,690

(1) The amounts shown represent the aggregate grant date fair value of equity awards granted in the years
shown, computed in accordance with Financial Accounting Standards Board Accounting Standards
Codification Topic 718 (“FASB ASC Topic 718”). The assumptions used in the valuation of these
awards are set forth in note 14 to our consolidated financial statements, which are included in our
Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2020, filed with the SEC on
February 19, 2021. The grant date fair value of these awards is determined for financial statement
reporting purposes and does not correspond to the actual value that the named executive officers will
receive from the awards.
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(2) See “— Grants of Plan-Based Awards in 2020 Table” under the column “Estimated Future Payouts
Under Non-Equity Incentive Plan Awards” for the amounts named executive officers were eligible to
earn in fiscal 2020. See also “— Determining the Amount of Elements of Executives’ Compensation
in 2020 — Variable Pay” above for a discussion regarding our Bonus Program.
(3) Represents company matching contributions to Fortinet’s 401(k) plan, a tax-qualified defined
contribution plan.
(4) Represents a discretionary bonus awarded to Mr. Jensen for his service as Interim Chief Financial
Officer prior to his appointment as Chief Financial Officer in May 2018.
Grants of Plan-Based Awards in 2020 Table
The following table presents information concerning each grant of an award made to the named
executive officers in 2020 under any plan.

Name

Type of Award

Ken Xie

Cash
RSU

Michael Xie

Grant
Date

Estimated Future Payouts Under
All Other Stock All Other Option Exercise or Grant Date
Non-Equity Incentive Plan
Awards:
Awards: Number Base Price of Fair Value of
Awards(1)
Stock and
Number of
of Shares
Option
Option
Approval Threshold Target Maximum Shares of Stock
Underlying
Awards
Date
($)
($)
($)
or Units (#)
Options (#)
($/Share) Awards ($)(2)

—
—
2/21/2020 1/17/2020

30,605
—

Stock Option 2/21/2020 1/17/2020

—

—

10,680
—

333,750
—

—

Cash
RSU

—
—
2/21/2020 1/17/2020

Stock Option 2/21/2020 1/17/2020
Keith Jensen

Cash
RSU

—
—
2/21/2020 1/17/2020

Stock Option 2/21/2020 1/17/2020
John Whittle

956,400 1,338,960
—
—

—
41,098

—
—

—
—

—
4,704,899

—

—

123,294

114.48

4,169,569

467,250
—

—
16,294

—
—

—
—

—
1,865,337

—

—

—

48,882

114.48

1,653,096

11,760 367,500
—
—

514,500
—

—
13,580

—
—

—
—

—
1,554,638

—

—

—

—

40,740

114.48

1,377,449

—
—
2/21/2020 1/17/2020

8,923
—

278,500
—

390,390
—

—
7,932

—
—

—
—

—
908,055

Stock Option 2/21/2020 1/17/2020

—

—

—

—

23,796

114.48

804,736

Cash
RSU

(1) Reflects threshold, target and maximum target bonus amounts for fiscal 2020 performance under the
Bonus Program, as described in “Executive Compensation — Determining the Amount of Elements of
Executives’ Compensation in 2020 — Variable Pay.” These amounts do not necessarily correspond to
the actual value that may be received by the named executive officer.
(2) The amounts shown represent the grant date fair value of RSUs and stock options granted during fiscal
2020, computed in accordance with FASB ASC Topic 718. The assumptions used in the valuation of
these awards are set forth in note 14 to our consolidated financial statements, which are included in our
Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2020, filed with the SEC on
February 19, 2021. Grant date fair value is determined for financial statement reporting purposes and
does not correspond to the actual value that the named executive officers will realize from the award.
Outstanding Equity Awards at 2020 Fiscal Year-End Table
The following table presents information concerning unexercised options and unvested RSUs for each
named executive officer outstanding as of December 31, 2020.
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Option Awards
Number of Securities Underlying
Unexercised Options (#)

Stock Awards

Market Value of
Number of Shares
Shares or Units of
or Units of Stock
Option Exercise
Option
That Have Not Stock That Have Not
Vested ($)(2)
Price ($)
Expiration Date
Vested (#)

Name

Grant Date(1)

Ken Xie

2/11/2016
2/16/2017

60,000
95,833

—
4,167

23.83
37.24

2/11/2023
2/16/2024

—
—

—
—

2/16/2017

—

—

—

—

3,125

464,156

2/20/2018

141,666

58,334

49.06

2/20/2025

—

—

2/20/2018

—

—

—

—

15,625

2,320,781

2/21/2019

67,363

79,613

84.49

2/21/2026

—

—

2/21/2019

—

—

—

—

27,558

4,093,190

2/21/2020

—

123,294

114.48

2/21/2027

—

—

2/21/2020

—

—

—

—

41,098

6,104,286

2/11/2016
2/16/2017

45,000
57,499

—
2,501

23.83
37.24

2/11/2023
2/16/2024

—
—

—
—

Michael Xie

Keith Jensen

John Whittle

Exercisable

Unexercisable

2/16/2017

—

—

—

—

2,500

371,325

2/20/2018

67,015

27,595

49.06

2/20/2025

—

—
1,318,204

2/20/2018

—

—

—

—

8,875

2/21/2019

29,725

35,132

84.49

2/21/2026

—

—

2/21/2019

—

—

—

—

12,161

1,806,273

2/21/2020

—

48,882

114.48

2/21/2027

—

—

2/21/2020

—

—

—

—

16,294

2,420,148

2/16/2017
2/16/2017

417
—

834
—

37.24
—

2/16/2024
—

—
1,250

—
185,663

2/20/2018

834

11,667

49.06

2/20/2025

—

—
928,313

2/20/2018

—

—

—

—

6,250

2/21/2019

982

25,533

84.49

2/21/2026

—

—

2/21/2019

—

—

—

—

8,838

1,312,708

2/21/2020

—

40,740

114.48

2/21/2027

—

—

2/21/2020

—

—

—

—

13,580

2,017,037

2/11/2016
2/16/2017

625
8,749

—
1,251

23.83
37.24

2/11/2023
2/16/2024

—
—

—
—

2/16/2017

—

—

—

—

1,875

278,494

2/20/2018

20,665

17,019

49.06

2/20/2025

—

—

2/20/2018

—

—

—

—

5,472

812,756

2/21/2019

—

18,197

84.49

2/21/2026

—

—

2/21/2019

—

—

—

—

6,299

935,590

2/21/2020

—

23,796

114.48

2/21/2027

—

—

2/21/2020

—

—

—

—

7,932

1,178,140

(1) Reflects stock options and RSUs granted under our Amended and Restated 2009 Fortinet, Inc. Equity
Incentive Plan (the “2009 Plan”). Unless otherwise indicated below, (i) all options granted to named
executive officers vest over four years starting on February 1 of the year of grant, with 25% vesting
after one year and the remainder vesting monthly thereafter, and (ii) all RSUs granted to named
executive
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officers vest over four years starting on February 1 of the year of grant, with 25% vesting after one year
and the remainder vesting quarterly thereafter.
(2) Represents the fair market value of the shares underlying the RSUs as of December 31, 2020, based on
the closing price on Nasdaq of Fortinet’s common stock on December 31, 2020, which was $148.53 per
share.
2020 Option Exercises and Stock Vested Table
The following table presents information concerning amounts realized from stock option exercises and
RSUs vested during fiscal 2020 for each of the named executive officers.
Option Awards
Name

Ken Xie
Michael Xie
Keith Jensen
John Whittle

Stock Awards

Number of Shares
Acquired on Exercise (#)

Value Realized on
Exercise ($)(1)

Number of Shares
Acquired on Vesting (#)

Value Realized on
Vesting ($)(2)

—
—
44,997
38,736

—
—
2,626,578
2,647,491

48,934
29,058
17,812
18,652

5,709,558
3,391,142
2,078,923
2,177,116

(1) The value realized on exercise reflects the difference between the fair market value of Fortinet common
stock at the time of exercise on the exercise date and the exercise price of the stock option. Amounts
shown are presented on an aggregate basis for all exercises that occurred during 2020.
(2) The value realized on vesting reflects the aggregate fair market value of all Fortinet common stock
issued pursuant to vested RSUs during 2020.
Potential Payments Upon Termination or Change of Control
Termination or Change of Control Arrangements
On August 7, 2019, we entered into an Amended and Restated Change of Control Severance
Agreement with each of our named executive officers, under which each named executive officer may
receive certain payments and benefits upon certain terminations of employment, provided that the named
executive officer has provided us with an executed release of claims and subject to non-solicitation and noncompetition for a period of 12 months. The term of each named executive officer’s Amended and Restated
Change of Control Severance Agreement expires on August 7, 2024.
Pursuant to each Amended and Restated Change of Control Agreement, if a named executive officer is
terminated without Cause (as defined below) or if a named executive officer terminates the named executive
officer’s employment with us for Good Reason (as defined below) prior to, or absent, a Change of Control
(as defined below), or after 12 months following a Change of Control, the named executive officer will be
entitled to: (i) a severance payment in an amount equal to 12 months of the named executive officer’s thencurrent base salary; (ii) acceleration of the unvested equity awards then held by the named executive officer
that would have vested over the next 12 months; and (iii) 12 months of medical, dental and/or vision
benefits for the named executive officer and/or the named executive officer’s eligible dependents.
Also pursuant to each Amended and Restated Change of Control Agreement, if a named executive
officer is terminated without Cause or if a named executive officer terminates the named executive officer’s
employment with us for Good Reason within 12 months following a Change of Control, the named
executive officer will be entitled to: (i) a severance payment in an amount equal to 12 months of the named
executive officer’s then-current base salary; (ii) acceleration of 100% of the unvested equity awards then
held by the named executive officer; and (iii) 12 months of medical, dental and/or vision benefits for the
named executive officer and/or the named executive officer’s eligible dependents.
In the event of acceleration of a named executive officer’s unvested equity awards, the awards will
remain exercisable, to the extent applicable, following the termination for the period prescribed in the
respective stock plan and agreement for each award. In the event any payment to a named executive officer
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is subject to the excise tax imposed by Section 4999 of the Code (as a result of a payment being classified as
a “parachute payment” under Section 280G of the Code), the named executive officer will be entitled to
receive such payment as would entitle the named executive officer to receive the greatest after-tax benefit of
either the full payment or a lesser payment which would result in no portion of such severance benefits
being subject to excise tax.
For the purpose of our Amended and Restated Change of Control Severance Agreements:
(i)

“Change of Control” generally means:
(a) the acquisition by one person or group of persons of Fortinet securities representing 50% or
more of total voting power at the time of acquisition;
(b) a change in the composition of the Board of Directors occurring within a 12-month period,
which results in fewer than a majority of the directors on the Board of Directors being
incumbent directors;
(c) the date of the consummation of a merger or consolidation between Fortinet and any other
corporation that has been approved by our stockholders, other than a merger or consolidation
that would result in our voting securities representing 50% or more of the total voting power
immediately after such merger or consolidation, or if our stockholders approve a plan of
Fortinet’s complete liquidation; or
(d) a change in the ownership of a substantial portion of Fortinet’s assets, having a total gross fair
market value equal to or more than 50% of the total fair market value of all of Fortinet’s
assets immediately prior to such acquisition.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, a transaction that does not constitute a change of control event under
Treasury Regulation 1.409A-3(i)(5)(v) or (vii) shall not be considered a Change of Control.
(ii) “Cause” generally means:
(a) an act of dishonesty by the named executive officer in connection with the named executive
officer’s responsibilities as an employee that materially and adversely affects Fortinet;
(b) the named executive officer’s conviction of, or plea of nolo contendere to, a felony or any
crime involving fraud, embezzlement or any other act of moral turpitude;
(c) the named executive officer’s gross misconduct that materially and adversely affects
Fortinet’s reputation or business; or
(d) the named executive officer’s continued intentional refusal to perform employment duties in a
material fashion that materially and adversely affects Fortinet’s reputation or business, after
the named executive officer has received a written demand of performance from Fortinet that
specifically sets forth the factual basis for Fortinet’s belief that the named executive officer
has not substantially performed the named executive officer’s duties and the named executive
officer continues to refuse to cure such non-performance within thirty days after receiving
such notice.
(iii) “Good Reason” generally means the occurrence of one of more of the following events without the
named executive officer’s express written consent:
(a) a material diminution in the named executive officer’s position or responsibilities with
Fortinet;
(b) a material reduction in the base salary of the named executive officer;
(c) a material change in the geographic location of the named executive officer of 25 miles or
more;
(d) any material breach by Fortinet of any material provision of the Change of Control Severance
Agreement; or
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(e) Fortinet’s failure to obtain the assumption of the Change of Control Severance Agreement by
any successor to substantially all of Fortinet’s business and/or assets.
The named executive officer may not resign for Good Reason without first providing us with written
notice of the acts or omissions constituting the grounds for “Good Reason” within 90 days of the initial
existence of the grounds for Good Reason and a reasonable cure period of not less than 30 days following
the date of such notice, and the named executive officer’s resignation of employment must occur no later
than 30 days following the end of such 30-day cure period.
Estimated Payments upon Termination or Change in Control
The following table provides information concerning the estimated payments and benefits that would
be provided in the circumstances described above for each of the named executive officers. Except where
otherwise noted, payments and benefits are estimated assuming that the triggering event took place on the
last business day of 2020, which was December 31, 2020, and the price per share of Fortinet’s common
stock was the closing price on Nasdaq as of that date, which was $148.53 per share. There can be no
assurance that a triggering event would produce the same or similar results as those estimated below if such
event occurs on any other date or at any other price, of if any other assumption used to estimate potential
payments and benefits is not correct. Due to the number of factors that affect the nature and amount of any
potential payments or benefits, any actual payments and benefits may be different.
Qualifying Termination Not Within One Year after a
Change of Control(1)
Name

Ken Xie
Michael Xie
Keith Jensen
John Whittle

Qualifying Termination Within One Year after a
Change of Control(1)

Salary ($)(2)

Acceleration of
Equity Vesting ($)(3)

COBRA
Benefit ($)(4)

Salary ($)(2)

Acceleration of
Equity Vesting ($)(5)

COBRA
Benefit ($)(4)

797,000
445,000
490,000
429,000

28,545,219
12,853,446
4,872,100
4,359,094

30,659
30,659
21,266
30,659

797,000
445,000
490,000
429,000

28,545,219
12,853,446
8,719,383
7,012,674

30,659
30,659
21,266
30,659

(1) A “Qualifying Termination” under the Change of Control Severance Agreement is an involuntary
termination of employment without “Cause” or a voluntary resignation for “Good Reason,” in each
case as defined above.
(2) The severance amount related to base salary was determined based on base salaries in effect on
December 31, 2020, the last business day of 2020.
(3) The value is calculated by multiplying (i) the number of the named executive officer’s unvested shares
that would have vested over the 12 months after December 31, 2020 by (ii) (a) the difference between
$148.53 (the per share closing stock price on December 31, 2020) and the exercise price for stock
options or (b) $148.53 for RSUs.
(4) The value represents the total value for reimbursement for insurance premium expenses incurred for
group health insurance continuation coverage under Title X of the Consolidated Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1985, as amended, for a period of up to 12 months.
(5) The value is calculated by multiplying (i) the number of the named executive officer’s total unvested
shares by (ii) (a) the difference between $148.53 (the per share closing stock price on December 31,
2020) and the exercise price for stock options or (b) $148.53 for RSUs.
CEO Pay Ratio Disclosure
As required by Section 953(b) of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act,
and Item 402(u) of Regulation S-K, we are providing the following information about the relationship of the
annual total compensation our Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Ken Xie (our “CEO”), and the annual total
compensation of the median employee of our company, excluding our CEO. For 2020:
• the annual total compensation of our median employee was $149,450;
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• the annual total compensation of our CEO as disclosed in the 2020 Summary Compensation Table
was $10,654,631; and
• the ratio of the annual total compensation of our CEO to the median of the annual total compensation
of our employees was 71 to 1. This ratio is a reasonable estimate calculated in a manner consistent
with SEC rules.
For purposes of calculating the pay ratio for 2020, we elected to use as our median employee the same
individual that we originally identified as our median employee for 2019 because there was no significant
change to our employee population or compensation arrangements that we reasonably believed would
significantly impact our pay ratio disclosure.
For a description of our methodology for identifying the median employee, see “CEO Pay Ratio
Disclosure” on page 51 of our definitive proxy statement filed with the SEC on April 30, 2019.
We then calculated the annual total compensation for this individual using the same methodology we
use to calculate the amount reported for our CEO in the “Total” column of the 2020 Summary
Compensation Table as set forth in this proxy statement.
Because SEC rules for identifying the median of the annual total compensation of all employees allow
companies to adopt a variety of methodologies, apply certain exclusions, and make reasonable estimates and
assumptions that reflect their employee population and compensation practices, the pay ratio reported by
other companies may not be comparable to our pay ratio, as other companies have different employee
populations and compensation practices and may have used different methodologies, exclusions, estimates
and assumptions in calculating their pay ratios. As explained by the SEC when it adopted these rules, the
rule was not designed to facilitate comparisons of pay ratios among different companies, even companies
within the same industry, but rather to allow stockholders to better understand and assess each particular
company’s compensation practices and pay ratio disclosures.
Compensation of Directors
Director Compensation Table for 2020
The following table provides information concerning the compensation earned by each of our nonemployee directors for service on the Board of Directors in fiscal 2020. Messrs. Ken Xie and Michael Xie,
who are employees of Fortinet, do not receive additional compensation for their services as directors.
Fees Earned or
Paid in Cash ($)(1)

Stock Awards ($)(2)

Total ($)

Ducourty(3)

41,671

300,699

342,370

Kenneth A. Goldman(4)

13,278

159,949

173,227

Ming Hsieh(5)

78,271

293,393

317,664

Jean Hu(6)

62,392

239,393

301,785

William H. Neukom(7)

85,825

239,393

325,218

Christopher B. Paisley(8)

89,353

239,393

328,746

83,397

239,393

322,790

Name

Kelly

Judith Sim

(9)

(1) Reflects fees earned or paid in cash for services rendered in the last fiscal year.
(2) The amounts shown represent the aggregate grant date fair value of the RSU award made to each
director during the year, computed in accordance with FASB ASC Topic 718. The assumptions used in
the valuation of these awards are set forth in note 14 to our consolidated financial statements, which are
included in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2020, filed with the
SEC on February 19, 2021. The grant date fair value of these awards is determined for financial
statement reporting purposes and does not correspond to the actual value that the directors will receive
from the awards.
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(3) As of December 31, 2020, Ms. Ducourty held 896 RSUs, 448 of which vested on March 31, 2021 and
the remainder of which will vest in full on June 17, 2021, so long as Ms. Ducourty is a member of the
Board of Directors on such date.
(4) Mr. Goldman joined the Board of Directors in October 2020. As of December 31, 2020, Mr. Goldman
held 1,408 RSUs, all of which will vest in full on June 17, 2021, so long as Mr. Goldman is a member
of the Board of Directors on such date.
(5) As of December 31, 2020, Mr. Hsieh held 896 RSUs, 448 of which vested on March 31, 2021 and the
remainder of which will vest in full on June 17, 2021, so long as Mr. Hsieh is a member of the Board of
Directors on such date.
(6) As of December 31, 2020, Ms. Hu held 896 RSUs, 448 of which vested on March 31, 2021 and the
remainder of which will vest in full on June 17, 2021, so long as Ms. Hu is a member of the Board of
Directors on such date.
(7) As of December 31, 2020, Mr. Neukom held 896 RSUs, 448 of which vested on March 31, 2021 and
the remainder of which will vest in full on June 17, 2021, so long as Mr. Neukom is a member of the
Board of Directors on such date.
(8) As of December 31, 2020, Mr. Paisley held 896 RSUs, 448 of which vested on March 31, 2021 and the
remainder of which will vest in full on June 17, 2021, so long as Mr. Paisley is a member of the Board
of Directors on such date.
(9) As of December 31, 2020, Ms. Sim held 896 RSUs, 448 of which vested on March 31, 2021 and the
remainder of which will vest in full on June 17, 2021, so long as Ms. Sim is a member of the Board of
Directors on such date.
Standard Director Compensation Arrangements
Following a review by Compensia of our annual cash retainer policy and equity award grant policy for
non-employee directors, in July 2020, the Human Resources Committee recommended, and the Board of
Directors approved, various changes to our cash retainer policy and equity award grant policy for nonemployee directors. In accordance with our annual cash retainer policy and equity award grant policy
applicable to non-employee directors, each non-employee director is entitled to receive the following
compensation for service on the Board of Directors:
• an annual cash retainer for serving on the Board of Directors of $55,000, paid quarterly, in addition
to the annual cash retainer for service on the committees of the Board of Directors as discussed
below;
• an annual cash retainer for serving as lead independent director of the Board of Directors of $35,000,
paid quarterly;
• an annual cash retainer for serving in a non-chairperson position on the (i) Audit Committee of
$13,800, (ii) Human Resources Committee of $10,000 and (iii) Governance Committee of $7,500;
• an annual cash retainer of (i) $32,500 for serving as the chairperson of the Audit Committee,
(ii) $22,500 for serving as the chairperson of the Human Resources Committee and (iii) $15,000 for
serving as the chairperson of the Governance Committee;
• after completion of each full year of service, an annual “refresh” grant of a number of RSUs based
on a total grant value equal to the peer 50th percentile per Compensia’s director compensation
analysis (which for 2020 was $250,000), vesting quarterly on the last day of each quarter and with
the final installment vesting on the earlier of the last day of the second quarter and the day prior to
the next annual meeting of stockholders; and
• for newly appointed non-employee directors, an initial grant of a number of RSUs based on a total
grant value equal to the then-applicable refresh grant amount, pro-rated based on the projected days
from the directors appointment date through the next annual meeting of stockholders, vesting in full
on the day prior to the next annual meeting of stockholders.
Prior to July 2020: (i) the annual cash retainer for serving on the Board of Directors was
$45,000; (ii) the annual cash retainer for serving as lead independent director of the Board of Directors was
$25,000; (iii) the
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annual cash retainers for serving in a non-chairperson position on the Audit Committee and Governance
Committee were $12,000 and $6,000, respectively; and (iv) the annual cash retainers for serving as the
chairperson of the Audit Committee and Human Resources Committee were $27,500 and $20,000,
respectively. Otherwise, the compensation described above remained unchanged from the date of the 2020
Annual Meeting.
Non-Employee Director Stock Ownership Guidelines
In July 2019, the Human Resources Committee adopted Stock Ownership Guidelines for our nonemployee directors (the “Stock Ownership Guidelines”). The Stock Ownership Guidelines are designed to
further align the interests of our non-employee directors with those of our stockholders by requiring each
non-employee director to maintain a certain financial stake in our company.
Under the Stock Ownership Guidelines, each non-employee director is required to hold a number of
shares of our common stock having a market value equal to at least five times such non-employee director’s
annual base retainer (excluding fees paid for serving as the Lead Independent Director, Chairperson of the
Board of Director or Chairperson or a member of a committee of the Board of Directors). Each nonemployee director is required to acquire, and thereafter maintain, this minimum level of ownership by the
end of the calendar year following such non-employee director’s fourth anniversary (or, if later, four years
following the effective date of the Stock Ownership Guidelines).
Shares of our common stock that are beneficially owned by a non-employee director in the following
forms are including in determining compliance with the Stock Ownership Guidelines: (i) shares owned by a
non-employee director or their immediate family members residing in the same household; (ii) shares held
in trust for the benefit of a non-employee director or their immediate family members residing in the same
household; (iii) shares owned by a partnership, limited liability company or other entity to the extent of a
non-employee director’s interest therein (or the interest therein of their immediate family members residing
in the same household) and to the extent the non-employee director has or shares power to vote or dispose
of the shares; (iv) vested and unexercised stock options; (v) vested RSUs and PSUs; (vi) other shares
acquired through the 2009 Plan or other equity-based compensation plans; and (vii) shares owned in a
401(k) accounts.
Exceptions to the Stock Ownership Guidelines may be made for a particular non-employee director if
the Human Resources Committee determines that the non-employee director would incur a hardship by
complying with the Stock Ownership Guidelines. Failure to meet, or in unique circumstances, to show
sustained progress toward meeting the Stock Ownership Guidelines may be a factor considered by the
Human Resources Committee in determining future long-term incentive equity grants and/or appropriate
levels of compensation.
Termination or Change of Control Arrangements
We have entered into change of control agreements with each of our non-employee directors. These
agreements provide that, upon a Change of Control, 100% of the outstanding and unvested equity awards
held by such directors will immediately vest in full.
“Change of Control” in our change of control agreements with our non-employee directors has the
same meaning as used in our Change of Control Severance Agreements with the named executive officers.
See “— Potential Payments Upon Termination or Change of Control — Termination or Change of Control
Arrangements.”
Other Arrangements
While our non-employee directors are not typically paid or reimbursed for travel, lodging and related
expenses associated with attending meetings of the Board of Directors or committees of the Board of
Directors and for participating in activities related to service on the Board of Directors, we have from timeto-time paid or reimbursed our non-employee directors for reasonable expenses associated with attendance
at meetings of the Board of Directors or committees of the Board of Directors.
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Equity Compensation Plan Information
We currently maintain the 2009 Plan, which provides for the issuance of shares of our common stock to
our officers and other employees, directors and consultants and which has been approved by our
stockholders.
The following table summarizes the number of outstanding options and rights and number of securities
remaining available for future issuance under our equity compensation plans as of December 31, 2020.
(a)

Plan category

Equity compensation plans approved
by security holders
Equity compensation plans not
approved by security holders
Total

(b)

(c)

Number of securities remaining
Number of securities to be Weighted-average exercise
available for future issuance
issued upon exercise of
price per share of
under equity compensation
outstanding options,
outstanding options,
plans (excluding securities
warrants and rights (#)
warrants and rights ($)
reflected in column (a)) (#)
)

12,318,314(2)

7,396,977

$ 67.53(1

—

N/A

—

7,396,977

$ 67.53

12,318,314

(1) The weighted-average exercise price does not reflect the shares that will be issued in connection with
the settlement of RSUs, which have no exercise price.
(2) Includes 12,318,314 shares of common stock available for issuance under the 2009 Plan, which was the
only equity compensation plan that we maintained as of December 31, 2020.
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CERTAIN RELATIONSHIPS AND RELATED TRANSACTIONS
Related-Person Transactions
Indemnification of Officers and Directors
Our amended and restated certificate of incorporation and amended and restated bylaws provide that we
will indemnify each of our directors and officers to the fullest extent permitted by Delaware law. In
addition, we have entered into indemnification agreements with each of our directors and executive officers.
Review of Related-Person Transactions
In accordance with its charter, the Audit Committee is responsible for approving and overseeing any
related-person transaction. We intend to ensure that all future transactions between us and our officers,
directors and principal stockholders and their affiliates are approved by the Audit Committee on terms no
less favorable to us than those that we could obtain from unaffiliated third parties.
For purposes of these procedures, the terms “related person” and “transaction” have the meanings
contained in Item 404 of Regulation S-K.
The individuals and entities that are considered “related persons” include:
• Directors, nominees for director and executive officers of Fortinet;
• Any person known to be the beneficial owner of more than five percent of Fortinet’s common stock
(a “5% Stockholder”); and
• Any immediate family member, as defined in Item 404(a) of Regulation S-K, of a director, nominee
for director, executive officer and 5% Stockholder.
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OWNERSHIP OF SECURITIES
The following table sets forth certain information regarding the beneficial ownership of Fortinet’s
common stock, as of March 31, 2021, for the following:
• each person (or group of affiliated persons) who is known by us to beneficially own more than 5% of
the outstanding shares of our common stock;
• each of our non-employee directors and nominees;
• each of our executive officers named in the Summary Compensation Table of this proxy statement;
and
• all directors and current executive officers of Fortinet as a group.
5% Stockholders, Directors, Director Nominees and Officers(1)

Percentage Beneficially
Owned (%)(2)

5% Stockholders:
The Vanguard Group(3)

15,921,531

9.8%

BlackRock, Inc.(4)

10,757,484

6.6%

Non-Employee Directors and Nominees:
Kelly Ducourty
Kenneth A. Goldman(5)
Ming Hsieh
Jean Hu
William H. Neukom
Christopher B. Paisley
Judith Sim
Named Executive Officers:
Ken Xie(6)

1,765

*

4,350
8,202
3,476
54,973
76,823
25,702

*
*
*
*
*
*

15,731,750

9.6%

(7)

14,467,931

8.8%

Keith Jensen(8)

11,907

*

(9)

37,150

*

Michael Xie

John Whittle

All directors and current executive officers as a group
(11 persons)(10)
*

Shares Beneficially
Owned (#)(2)

30,424,029

18.6%

Represents less than 1% of the total.

(1) Unless otherwise indicated in the table, the address for each listed person is c/o Fortinet, Inc., 899
Kifer Road, Sunnyvale, California 94086.
(2) The number and percentage of shares beneficially owned is determined under rules of the SEC, and the
information is not necessarily indicative of beneficial ownership for any other purpose. Under such
rules, beneficial ownership includes any shares as to which the individual has sole or shared voting
power or investment power and also any shares which the individual has the right to acquire within
60 days of March 31, 2021, through the exercise of any stock option or other right. Unless otherwise
indicated in the footnotes, each person has sole voting and investment power (or shares such powers
with such person’s spouse) with respect to the shares shown as beneficially owned. Percentage
beneficially owned is based on 163,292,090 shares of common stock outstanding on March 31, 2021.
(3) Based solely on information reported by The Vanguard Group (“Vanguard”) on Schedule 13G/A filed
with the SEC on February 8, 2021. Vanguard reported beneficial ownership of 15,921,531 shares,
including 15,316,061 shares over which it has sole dispositive power. The address of Vanguard is
100 Vanguard Boulevard, Malvern, Pennsylvania 19355.
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(4) Based solely on information reported by BlackRock, Inc. (“BlackRock”) on Schedule 13G/A filed with
the SEC on January 29, 2021. BlackRock reported beneficial ownership of 10,757,484 shares,
including 9,424,518 shares over which it has sole voting power and 10,757,484 shares over which it
has sole dispositive power. The address of BlackRock is 55 East 52nd Street, New York, New York
10055.
(5) Includes: (i) 4,150 shares held by the Goldman-Valeriote Trust u/a/d 11/15/95, for which Mr. Goldman
serves as trustee; and (ii) 200 shares held by GV Partners, L.P., for which Mr. Goldman is the managing
member.
(6) Includes: (i) 12,559,057 shares held of record by Mr. Ken Xie; and (ii) 2,720,236 shares held by the
Xie Foundation, a non-profit entity for which Mr. Ken Xie serves as co-president and a director.
Mr. Ken Xie has no pecuniary interest in and disclaims beneficial ownership of the shares held by the
Xie Foundation. Also includes: (i) 443,701 shares issuable upon the exercise of stock options held by
Mr. Ken Xie that are exercisable within 60 days of March 31, 2021; and (ii) 8,756 shares issuable upon
the settlement of RSUs that will vest within 60 days of March 31, 2021.
(7) Includes: (i) 6,030,025 shares held of record by Mr. Michael Xie; (ii) 1,991,686 shares held by the
2010 K.A. Family Trust dated May 3, 2010, for which Mr. Michael Xie serves as a trustee;
(iii) 3,488,214 shares held by the K.A. Children’s Trust dated February 9, 2011, for which Mr. Michael
Xie serves as a trustee; and (iv) 2,720,236 shares held by the Xie Foundation, a non-profit entity for
which Mr. Michael Xie serves as co-president and a director. Mr. Michael Xie has no pecuniary interest
in and disclaims beneficial ownership of the shares held by the Xie Foundation. Also includes
(i) 233,626 shares issuable upon the exercise of stock options held by Mr. Michael Xie that are
exercisable within 60 days of March 31, 2021; and (ii) 4,144 shares issuable upon the settlement of
RSUs that will vest within 60 days of March 31, 2021.
(8) Includes: (i) 837 shares held of record by Mr. Jensen; (ii) 7,990 shares issuable upon the exercise of
stock options held by Mr. Jensen that are exercisable within 60 days of March 31, 2021; and (iii) 3,080
shares issuable upon the settlement of RSUs held by Mr. Jensen that will vest within 60 days of
March 31, 2021.
(9) Includes: (i) 34,862 shares issuable upon the exercise of stock options held by Mr. Whittle that are
exercisable within 60 days of March 31, 2021; and (ii) 2,288 shares issuable upon the settlement of
RSUs that will vest within 60 days of March 31, 2021.
(10) Includes: (i) 29,685,582 shares held by the current directors and executive officers; (ii) 720,179 shares
issuable upon the exercise of stock options held by the current directors and executive officers that are
exercisable within 60 days of March 31, 2021; and (iii) 18,268 shares issuable upon the settlement of
RSUs held by the current directors and executive officers that will vest within 60 days of March 31,
2021.
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AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT
The Audit Committee assists the Board of Directors in fulfilling its responsibilities for oversight of the
integrity of Fortinet’s financial statements, our internal accounting and financial controls, our compliance
with legal and regulatory requirements and the qualifications, independence and performance of our
independent registered public accounting firm.
The management of Fortinet is responsible for establishing and maintaining internal controls and for
preparing Fortinet’s consolidated financial statements. The independent registered public accounting firm is
responsible for auditing the financial statements. It is the responsibility of the Audit Committee to oversee
these activities.
The Audit Committee has:
• Reviewed and discussed the audited financial statements with Fortinet management and with Deloitte
& Touche LLP, Fortinet’s independent registered public accounting firm;
• Discussed with Deloitte & Touche LLP the matters required to be discussed by the Auditing
Standard No. 1301 adopted by the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board regarding
“Communication with Audit Committees”; and
• Received the written disclosures and the letter from Deloitte & Touche LLP required by applicable
requirements of the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board regarding Deloitte & Touche
LLP’s communications with the Audit Committee concerning independence and has discussed with
Deloitte & Touche LLP its independence.
Based upon these discussions and review, the Audit Committee recommended to the Board of Directors
that the audited financial statements be included in Fortinet’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal
year ended December 31, 2020 for filing with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission.
Respectfully submitted by the members of the Audit Committee of the Board of Directors
Christopher B. Paisley (Chairperson)
Ming Hsieh
Jean Hu
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OTHER MATTERS
Fortinet knows of no other matters to be submitted at the 2021 Annual Meeting. If any other matters
properly come before the 2021 Annual Meeting, it is the intention of the persons named in the proxy to vote
the shares they represent as the Board of Directors may recommend. Discretionary authority with respect to
such other matters is granted by a properly submitted proxy.
It is important that your shares be represented at the 2021 Annual Meeting, regardless of the number of
shares that you hold. You are, therefore, urged to vote as instructed in the Notice, via the internet or by
telephone as promptly as possible to ensure your vote is recorded.
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Sunnyvale, California
April 28, 2021
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The 2021 Annual Meeting of Stockholders of Fortinet, Inc. will be held onFriday, June 18, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. Pacific Time, virtually via the internet at www.meetingcenter.io/266794432.To access the virtual meeting, you must have the information that is printed in the shaded bar located on the reverse side of this form.The password for this meeting is — FTNT2021.Important notice regarding the Internet availability of proxy materials for the 2021 Annual Meeting of Stockholders.The Proxy Statement and the 2020 Annual Report are available at: http://www.envisionreports.com/FTNTq IF VOTING BY MAIL, SIGN, DETACH AND RETURN THE BOTTOM PORTION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE. q+THIS PROXY IS SOLICITED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF FORTINET, INC.The undersigned hereby appoints Ken Xie and John Whittle, and each of them, with power to act without the other and with power of substitution, as proxies and attorneys-in-fact and hereby authorizes them to represent and vote, as provided on the other side, all the shares of Fortinet, Inc. common stock which the undersigned is entitled to vote, and, in their discretion, to vote upon such other business as may properly come before the Annual Meeting of Stockholders of Fortinet, Inc. to be held June 18, 2021 or at any adjournment or postponement thereof, with all powers which the undersigned would possess if
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